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WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTPLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION

[l Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production

14. Encourage and promote the development of a 10-year framework of programmesin support
of regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and
production to promote social and economic development within the carrying capacity of
ecosystems by addressing and., where appropriate, delinking economic growth and
environmental degradation through improving efficiency and sustainability in the use of

resources and production processes, and reducing resource degradation, pollution and waste.
All countries should take action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the

development needs and capabilities of devel oping countries through mobilization, from all sources, of
financial and technical assistance and capacity-building for developing countries. This would require
actions at all levelsto:

(a) ldentify specific activities, tools, policies, measures and monitoring and assessment

mechanisms, including, where appropriate, life-cycle analysis and national indicators for
measuring progress, bearing in mind that standards applied by some countries may be

inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social cost to other countries, in particular
developing countries;

(b) Adopt and implement policies and measures aimed at promoting sustainable patter ns of

production and consumption, applying, inter alia, the polluter-pays principle described in
principle 16 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development;

(c) Develop production and consumption policies to improve the products and services provided,
while reducing environmental and health impacts, using, where appropriate, science-based
approaches, such as life-cycle analysis;

(d) Develop awareness-raising programmes on the importance of sustainable production and
consumption patterns, particularly among youth and the relevant segments in all countries,
especially in developed countries, through, inter alia, education, public and consumer
information, advertising and other media, taking into account local, national and regional cultural
values;

(e) Develop and adopt, where appropriate, on a voluntary basis, effective, transparent, verifiable, non-
misleading and non-discriminatory consumer information tools to provide information relating to
sustainable consumption and production, including human health and safety aspects. These tools should
not be used as disguised trade barriers;

(f) Increase eco-efficiency, with financial support from all sources, where mutually agreed, for capacity-
building, technology transfer and exchange of technology with developing countries and countries with
economies in transition, in cooperation with relevant international organizations.



