G8 Environment Ministers Meeting 2008
Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity

o We, the Environment Ministers of the G38, based upon our discussions in Kobe on biodiversity, :
- 24-26 May 2008, '

' _Emphasizing that biological'diversity constitutes the indispensable foundation of our lives--and _

of global economic development,

" Recognizing the fundamental importance of biodiversity for huiman livelihoods, the eradication
‘of poverty and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals,

Deéply concerned by the continued loss of biological diversity despite the significant actions

 already taken by a wide range of stakeholders, and acknowledging that unprecedented efforts

will still be needed to achieve by 2010 a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity

-~ loss,

Recognizing the importance of following up on the Millennium Eoosystem Assessment,

| Reaffirming our support for the three objectives of the Convenfion on Biological Diversity;

namelﬂf the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the
access to and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic

resources,

Noting the on—goihg work on access to and benefit sharing (ABS) of genetic resources under the

‘Convention on Biological Diversity,

‘Recognizing the importance of the ecosystem épproach as a framework for addressing the three

objectives of the Convention in a balanced way,

Stressing that biodiversity and climate change are closely intertwined and that efforts are
urgently needed to consider these important linkages in addressing biodiversity and climate
change issues, S | ' ' | |
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" Reiterating our commitment to increase our efforts to achieve the globally-agreed target to - |
- significantly reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010,

- Adopt the “Kobe Call for Action for Blodlvers1ty’ o call upon all countries to work together to
promote the following actions:

Achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target and follow up actions

1. Further encourage implementation of fhe ten Activities included in the “Potsdam
 Initiative-Biological Diversity 2010 - o
2. Promote intemational collaboration for sharing technology and knowledge which is
" essential for developing, improving and implementing the Nationa! Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) in accordance with the particular conditions and
capabilities of the parties in order to achieve the 2010 Biodiversity Target.
3. Promote international collaborahon for preparanon and pubhcai;lon of the 3® Global
Biodiversity Outlook.
4 Encourage the prows1on of science-based information on biodiversity and ecosystem
‘services to the public and to policy-makers, informed by discussions under the auspices
- of UNEP.
5. TInitiate a dialogue process to consider options for following up the 2010 Target,
including, for example, the development and adoption of a post—2010 target under the
aegls of the Convention on Blologlcal Diversity. ‘

Sustainable use of bz_'odivérsitjz .

6. Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity taking info account
international achievements in this area and considering models of sustainable natural
resource management based on the benefits of living in harmony with nature as
recognized in safoyama in Japan (SATOYAMA Initiative).

7. Promote sustainable forest management, including the conservation of forest

- ‘biodiversity, by improving forest governance and by addressing illegal logging and

 related trade collectively and individually, as stated in the G8 Forest Experts Report on

~ Illegal Logging, and reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in
developing countries (REDD). '
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10.

Biodiversity and bmtected areas

. - Strengthen collaboration for identifying gaps in the designation and management of

protected areas, taking into account the situation of respective countries and existing
international designations such as UNESCO’s Man and the Biospbere Programme, the

~ Ramsar Convention and the World Heritage Convention and integrate into networks of
globally important ecosystems for biodiversity conservation, including forests, wetlands

and marine and coastal areas, such as coral reefs.

Enhance the implementation of the Programme of Work on Protected Areas under the
Convention on Biological Diversity by, where appropnate support:mg initiatives such as
Germany’s voluntary Life Web Initiative.

Welcome the International Year of the Reef: 2008 in this context as a means to raise

~ awareness of the vital environmental and economic importance of coral reef ecosystems

11.

12.

13.

14,

to people worldwide and to promote improved coral reef conservation.

: Private sector engagement _
Strengthen global initiatives and fora promoting dialogue, cooperation and joint.
activities among various stakeholders including the business sector, NGOs and
researchers, such as the World Business Council for Sustainable Development and the
Global B1od1ve131ty Forum. | |

'Work to mainstream the concept of b10d1vers1ty in society through, where appropnate .

developing partnershlp with the private sector and extending exchanges of information
about successful eXpeﬁenCes and practice.

Encourage corporate social responsibility, with a view to making the private sector a full
partner in biodiversity conservation, and promote enabling environments for private
investment in sustainable management of biodiversity

Strengthening scientific capabilities for monitoring of biodiversiﬁz

Further promote international collaboration in research, monitoring, assessment and N

information sharing of biodiversity in particular by strengthening cooperation ambng
existing organizations focused on research and mohitorhlg of natural systems, including
through the use of remote sensing and ground observation  so that impacts of climate

change can also be monitored. |
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Japan’s Commitments for the implementation of
" “Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity”

Japan commits to implement “Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity”,
through activities, for example, such as follows;

1.

SATOYAMA Initiative

v To .collect and dlssemmate information on traditional and local

knowledge on, and practices for living in balance and harmony with
nature such as Satoyama, a country landscape in Japan and similar
ecosystems in Asia and all over the world. S
To develop and propose models of society coex1st1ng with nature in
harmony, through holding international workshops and expert
meetings. ' ' :

Coral reef Marine Protected Area Networks in East Asia

To promote conservation of coral reefs and related ecosystems through
developing of Coral Reef MPA Networks in East Asia under
International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) framework _
To hold “International Coral Reef Marine Protected Area Network

Meeting” to discuss ways in which East Asian countries can enhance -
development of Coral Reef MPA Networks. -

3. Kobe Biodiversity Dialogue

v

To hold a global forum, “Kobe B10d1ver51ty Dlalogue in order to

promote information exchange, dialogue, discussion, and collaboration

among various stakeholders including governments, business sector,

NGOs, researchers, and international organizations.

4. Global Biodiversity Monitoring Networking Initiative

v

To promote international collaboration in biodiversity monitoring

~ activities by which impacts of climate change could also be monitored

through remote sensing and observation on the ground. |

To enhance coordination, collaboration, and information sharing among
existing monitoring networks and activities such as Global Earth
Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) and International Long Term
Ecological Research (ILTER), through holdlng Workshops and expert
meetmgs to network such activities.
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' G8 Environment Ministers Meeting 2008

Kobe 3R Action Plan

' 'We, the G8 Environment Ministers, based on our discussion in Kobe of th’e 3R
Initiative, 24-26 May 2008,

Recogniiing that the increase in waste generation and waste not treated in
~ an environmentally sound manner is contributing to worsening environmental

pollution worldwide including air, soil and water poliution as well as
. greenhouse gas emissions, | -

Recognizing, at the same time, that the quantity of raw materials wasted as
a result of inefficient resource and waste management worldwide is
immense,

Noting that thé 3Rs, through initiatives to “reduce,” “reuse” and “recycle”
materials and waste, aim to promote efficient resource use and
harmonization of the environment and the economy,

Acknowledging that, by pro'moting sustainable consumption and production,
the 3Rs activities can contribute to increases in resource productivity and
decoupling resource consumption and environmental degradation associated
with economic activities, | o

Understanding that, in order to construct a sound material-cycle society by
increasing. resource productivity and decoupling, it is necessary to ensure
efficient resource use and minimization of environmental impact along the -
entire product life cycle, starting with resource inputs and incl_uding the
production process, consumer choices, and product use, reuse and recycling
(sustainable conSumption and production}, ‘ |

Emphasizing that, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, it is

1
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" necessary to further the promotion of energy recovery, material and chemical
recycling, and biological and thermal waste treatment, taking into account the
environmental benefits and costs across all waste management processes,

'Emphasizing that an international point of view for efficient use of resources |

through the promotion of the 3Rs is required to respond to the advancing . - -

interdependence of the world economy, expansidn of trade in materials and
products, and resource constraints due to increasing demands, '

‘Recognizing that, with limited technical capacity and knowledge of
‘environmentally sound waste management and the 3Rs, many developing
countries face health and environmental risks associated with the improper
" management of waste,

Noting that, in this context, 3Rs policy can contribute to the promotion of
environmentally sound management of waste by supporting the
implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, |

| Realizing that while the transfer of efficient technologies and knowledge to

“developing countries may help address these issues, such technologies and
knowledge must be suitable for local circumstances, cost-effective,
environmentally-sound and socially appropriate,

Noting that, in the context of poverty reduction in developing countries, 3Rs
policy can contribute to the UN Millennium Development Goals by opening
up new markets and creating employment opportunities, taking into account '
_the role of the informal sector while at the same time protecting the
environment and human health, |

Redognizing that resource and waste management policy is a potgntia[
_driver of innovation and jobs in industrialized. and newly industrializing

countries,

Recognizing that the consistent application of regulatory, economic and
-other instruments results in the development of a wide range of technologies,
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organizations and applications in all areas of the 3Rs as well as in waste
management, and that at the same time, it gives rise to new job opportunities

- with higher skills requirements,

Recognizing the value of the work done by OECD to develop fools for the
3Rs, including fools for environmentally sound waste management,

'Extended = Producer Responsibility, Material Flows Analysis, resource

productivity, and sustainable materials management,

- Reconfirming that the G8 countries need to show active leadership by

promoting sound waste management and effective resource utilization both

'domestlcally and at the international level through collaboration with other

countries as well as international organizations,

Acknowledging the significant progress of the 3R |nitiativé in G8 countries |
and by the European Commission thus far as summarized in the Annex to

~ this Action Plan,

Agree to take the following actions, as appropriate to circumstances in

_individual countries: -

1. Goal 1: Prioritize 3Rs Policies and Improve Resource P{rodui:tivity

| _Action 1-1: Prioritize implementation of 3Rs Policy

Share the importance of the spirit of mottama: prioritize the actions to curb
unsustainable consumption of natural resources, and minimize associated
life cycle environmental impacts.

Give high priority to waste reductlon and take concrete actions such as
reducing the use of disposable plastic bags and other single-use consumer,
products, thereby calimg for other countries to follow suit.

Contribute to integrating the concept of the 3Rs in all relevant policy areas.

Strive for the utilization and management of the inputs, materials and
energy which are contained in waste in an environmentally sound manner
and ensure that waste management processes, including separation and

' Moftainaiis a long-established Japanese concept meanmg that it is a shame for

something to go to waste without having made use of its potential in full. This expression
incorporates a respect for the environment that has been handed down from ages past
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from a life cycle approach.

- pre-treatment of waste, maintain high standards of protection of the

environment and human health such as those developed under the Base!

. Convention. '

- Recognize the importance of infernalizing external costs so that the final

price reflects environmental impacts and create incentives for more
sustainable patterns of consumption and production. -

‘Work towards the improvement of the ability of national governments to

measure the environmental and economic effects of 3Rs-related activities

Action 1-2: iImprove Resource Productivity and Set Targets

- Welcome the adoption of the OECD Council Recommendation on

Resource Productivity and take the lead in implementing the
recommendation in each country.- Also, support international collaborative
work that analyzes material flows and associated environmental/feconomic
impacts towards sustainable resource management through agencies and
initiatives such as OECD and UNEP?. .

As agreed at the St. Petersburg Summit in 2006 by the G8 ieaders3', set
targets* as appropriate taking account of resource productivity in furthering

-efforts to optimize resource cycles.

. Action 1-3; Pursue Co-benefits between the 3Rs and Greehh‘ouse Gas Emission

Reductions

Seek co-benefits between waste management and 3Rs-related activities

“and reducing greenhouse gas emissions and thus contribute to global

climate protection by effective implementation of 3Rs practices.

2 YNEP is host for the International Panel for Sustainable Resource Management which
was established in 2007 with the overall objective to provide independent scientific

assessment of the environmental impacts due to the use of resources over the full life cycle,
and advise governments and organisations on ways to reduce these impacts. The panel
members participate in their capacity of internationally recognized experts. -

3 gt Petersburg Plan of Action on Global Energy Security, June 2006, paragraph 19; “As
part of an integrated approach to the entire resource cycle we reaffirm our commitment to

* comprehensive measures to optimize the resource cycle within'w the 3R Initiative (Reduce,

Reuse, Recycle). In furthering these efforts, we will set targets as appropriate taking account
of resource productivity. We will also raise awareness of the importance of energy efficiency
and environmental protection through national as well as international efforts.”

* Possible targets are, for example, resource productivity, abiotic raw materials used, total

waste, hazardous waste generation, municipal waste generation, waste per capita, recycling

rates, final disposal, energy intensity.
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Encourage effective utilization of waste as one of the alternative sources of
energy to fossil fuel resources, for example, by developing and utilizing
technologies that generate heat and power from organic and other wastes.

Encourage the use of organic materials contained in waste and its safe and

- lawful utilization for a variety of purposes, such as animal feed, composting,
fermentation, and energy recovery. Promote reduced land-filling of organic

matter for preventing emission of greenhouse gases, particularly methane.

Together with individual businesses, promote '-t'he‘ development of
technologies and . identify potential opportunities to contribute to the

. reduction of greenhouse gas emissions through the promotion of 3Rs.

Action 1-4: P_romote Science and Technoloqv and Create a Market for

- 3Rs-related Products

Promote technological innovations in 3Rs-related technologies and
environmentally conscious design by encouraging -research and.
development, certification and standards, and collecting and disseminating
information to the public. ' :

Encourage the market for 3Rs-related technologies and promote the

development of more eco-efficient products through green public
procurement and other policy measures. '
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Il. Goal 2: _Eswblish.ment of an International Sound M'ate_riaI-Cyc!e Society

Action 2-1: Collaborate to Promote Sound [nternational Resource Circuiation'

To achieve sustainable resource circulation on a global scale, place high
priority on the promotion of environmentally sound management of
re-usable and recyclable resources within each country, in compliance with
associated domestic regulations and applicable international agreements.
in this context, encourage and support such enwronmentally sound
management in developing countries.

At the same time, work to prevent illegal transboundary movements of
re-usable and recyclable resources (as wastes or non-wastes) and agree to
respect the provisions of the Basel Convention.

In cases where the above two safeguards are in place, facilitate the
international trade of 3Rs-related goods, materials, products and services,
including re-usable and recyclable resources and remanufactured products,
which contribute to the reduction of environmental impacts and the effective
use of resources without dlscouraging domestic efforts to improve re-use
and recycling.

As major world economies, “support and collaborate with developing
countries to establish an international sound material-cycle society.

Action 2-2: Promote International Trade of 3Rs related Materials, Goods and ‘
Products | _

_ Seek joint solutlons to issues concernmg the distinctions between waste

and non-waste within the framework of international activities and
agreements, notably the Basel Convention; in this context, the work

- undertaken by the OECD is especially important.

'Encourage, the enhancement of multilateral frade in clean technoiog'ies, _
environmental services and sustainable products by promoting

environmentally conscious design and the trade of remanufactured goods.

Recognize the sugn[flcance of reducing barriers to trade in remanufactured

goods and support the recently submltted proposal® to liberalize trade in

remanufactured goods under the WTQ® Doha Round.

Share information and cooperate internationally on mechanisms to support
proper international resource circulation such as eco- Iabelllng certification
schemes, or traceablllty technoiog|es

s Ministerial Decision on Trade in Remanufactured Goods (T N/MA/M18/Add. 16/Rev.1, 20
December 2007)
® Russian Federation is not a member of WTO.
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Facilitate the import of materials, including hazardous and other wastes, for
recycling, recovery or treatment from developing countries to G8 and other
developed countries with appropriate and adequate -technological

~ capacities, in order to mitigate the environmental burden in such exporting

countries that do not have environmentally sound management capacities.

[l. Goal 3: Collaborate for 3Rs Capamty Development in Developing
‘Countries

Action 3-1: Promote Collabdration with Developing Countr.ies

L J

" Request that bilateral and multilateral.aid agencies reflect the concept of

the 3Rs in development projects and that private investors promote 3Rs in

developing countries. Prioritizing the 3Rs in national development

strategies in developing countries can facilitate the G8's support for
endeavours to promote the 3Rs.

Collaborate to improve 3Rs capacity in developing countries by helping to
develop databases, information sharing and monitoring mechanisms,
3Rs-related institutional design and policy planning, and supporting the
formation of development projects, by utilizing frameworks and initiatives of
multilateral cooperation in an effective manner and capacity and expert
knowledge of international organizations.

Support the work programs related to capacity building in developmg.
countries under the Basel Convention and ass1st the activities of Basel
Convention Regional Centres

Seek co-benefits between 3Rs activities and the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions in developing countries, by identifying the environmental
impacts of the waste and material management systems, potential

: opportunities for reducing GHGs from waste and material management

systems, and utilizing multilateral collaboration mechanisms. For those who
are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol such mechanisms include Joint
Implementation and the Clean Development Mechanism.

Work to ensure that waste is treated and disposed of or recycled in facilities
which comply with high environmental and health standards, taking ‘into
account local social and economic circumstances.

Action 3-2: Promote Technology Transfer information Sharing and

Environmental Education

Promate the transfer of environmentally compatible technologies,
management, and. know-how for the 3Rs and low-waste generation
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processes including remanufacturing and efficient industrial technology, to
developing countries, in order to initiate innovative reforms.

Enhance knowlédge and research networks for the SR Initiative.

Inform industries, NGOs and citizens about 3Rs-related activities at the
national and international levels. -

Disseminate information on the effectiveness of 3Rs policies and actions
and the potential negative environmental impacts of waste (on climate, air,

‘water including ocean, soil, and biodiversity) through public awareness

campaigns and environmental education programs

Action 3-3: Promote Partnership between Stakeholders

Promote dialogue and collaboration with all stakeholders involved in the 3R

. Initiative at the national and international levels.

" Develop strategies to increase the involvement of the business community,

including small and medium-sized enterprises, such as supporting

_technological development of innovative 3Rs processes, especially with a

view to improving resource efficiency and state-of-the-art waste treatment.

‘Welcome all efforts aimed at promoting international cooperation with other

governments, international organizations, NGOs and the scientific
community to achieve further progress in the 3Rs. _ :

IV. Follow-up on G8 Activities Based on the Action Plan

We will report on the progress of activities, policies and measures
implemented based on this Action Plan at the G8 Environment Ministers
Meeting in 2011 or whenever such reporting is appropriate, and at
appropriate intervals thereafter. We request the OECD to follow up on the
progress of work related to resource productivity. '
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Annex  Progress of the 3R Initiative

Based on the spirit of mottainai, the 3R Initiative aims to establish a
'sound material-cycle society which values limited resources and does not .
waste valuable goods or materials by promating the capacity development of
each country and endorsing the development of 3Rs-related science and
technology through collaboration among countries, stakeholders and
international organizations. |

To promote international activities based on the 3Rs concepts, the 3R
Initiative was proposed at the G8 Sea Island Summit in 2004 and was
officially launched at the Ministerial Conference on the 3R Initiative in Tokyo
in 2005. The importance of increasing resource efficiency through
~ environmentally sound management in each country and establishment of
_ the international sound material-cycle society through the 3R Initiative was
reiterated at the succeeding G8 Summits.

The directions of the 3R Initiative have been discussed at the Ministerial
Conference on the 3R Initiative in 2005; the First Senior Officials Meeting on
the 3R Initiative in '2006 and the Second Senior Officials Meeting in 2007.
More specrflcaliy, these meetings addressed five major issues: (1) promotion
~of the 3Rs; (2) reduction of barriers to the international flow of 3Rs-related
‘goods and materials; (3) cooperation between developed and developing
countries; (4) cooperation among stakeholders; and (5) science and
" technological development for the 3Rs. |

Through this process, a good deal of common understanding has been
" built up among G8 and non-G8 countries and international organizations as
to the need for the prioritization of 3Rs-related policies in each country,
capacity development in developing countries and concerted efforts at
internationalfregional levels towards building an international sound
material-cycle society, improvements in the infrastructure for information
sharing and research, and the pursuit of co-benefits with actions to respond
to cllmate change.

At the 2006 St. Petersburg Summit in particular, the G8 leaders agreed

- -59-



fo “set targets as appropriate taking account of resource productivity” in
furthering their efioris to optimize resource cycles within the 3R Initiative.

Over the three years since the 3R Initiative was launched, the G8
countries have found it to serve a number of important purposes and
recognized its significance as follows: '

e« The 3R Initiative has provided countries with a platform for sharing

information and exchanging opinions and experience on 3Rs-related
policies. Some examples of such policies and activities are shown in Table
1 below. As a result, the Initiative has facilitated the realization of concrete
cases of domestic activities and bilateral and multilateral collaboration. For
example, in Asia, the 3R Initiative is functioning to generate momentum by
setting timelines and suggesting an agenda to multilateral and bilateral
collaboration towards 3R National Strategy Making and the creation and
operations of the 3R Knowledge Hub. The 3R initiative can help o prioritize
“the 3Rs and waste management within each country’s policy.

The 3R Initiative can demonstrate the G8 countries’ determination to
establish a sustainable society through 3Rs-related activities, in light of the
connections between. 3Rs-related practices and other various pressing
environmental issues including climate change as discussed at the G8
Environment Ministers Meeting in 2008.

The 3R Initiative presents opportunities to discuss the challenges of the
3Rs and waste and material management in association with international,
inter-regional and macro issues such as world economic growth and
resource scarcity. The 3R Initiative helps to develop shared understanding
of significant challenges to be overcome in attaining sustainability, such as
international movement in reusable and recyclable resources, an issue
which has both potentially positve and negative impacts on the
environment as discussed in the First and Second Senior Officials Meeting
on the 3R Initiative in 2006 and 2007. :

The 3R Initiative has started to function to facilitate environmentaily sound -
practices by stakeholders, in particular the private sector’s initiatives
towards efficient use of resources and minimization of environmental
impacts, such as the improvement of environmental management
technologies and design for the environment, and active utilization of
by-products -and recycled resources in international supply and production
networks. | -

In addition, the 3R Initiative has facilitated close collaboration between the
member countries and the 3Rs activities of OECD, UNEP, UNCRD, the
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‘Secretariat the Basel Convention and other international organizations and
thereby strengthened these efforts. :

« Furthermore, as the 3R Initiative progresses, it becomes more recognized
for facilitating environmentally sound management of waste and promoting
efficient resource use in developing countries. The 3R Initiative is expected

. to facilitate concerted efforts and role sharing among the G8 countries in
the realm of international cooperation aimed at effective capacity building
and assistance for non-G8/non-OECD couintries towards environmentally
sound international resource circulation, taking into account existing
international agreements, such as the Basel Convention.

Along with the advancement'of the 3R Initiative, each G8 couniry has
shown leadership by initiating a number of 3Rs-related activities, both
domestically and at the international level. Examples of such efforts are given

in Table 1 below.

Table 1

Examples of progress in 3Rs-related efforts in the G8 ‘member
countries and by the European Commission

Canada

>

Waste diversion (recycling and composting) per capita has improved by
24% from 2000 to 2004.

Implementing Green Procurement at Federal and Provincial levels and
Extended Producers Responsibility programs for specific waste streams.
Contributed internationally to the development of guidelines for
environmentally sound waste management under OECD. o
The link between recycling, energy efficiency and reduced GHG
emissions has been established and work in this area continues.

| European
Commission

Thematic strategy on the prevention and recycling of waste (2005),
Thematic strategy on the sustainable use of natural resources (2005)
Revision of the WEEE and RoHS directives (2008) and a target setting for
the ELV directive. ' : _
Established an international panel on sustainable resource management
together with UNEP. _

Proposal for a revised Waste Framework Directive. ,

Proposal for an Action Plan on Sustainable Consumption and Production
and Sustainable Industrial Policy.

France

vvv] vv v Vv vl v v v

v

National plan for waste prevention (2004).

Implemented various awareness campaigns.

In addition to the implementation of recycling related regulations of EU,

France applied EPR to waste tires (2004) and Unsolicited Flyer (2007).

“Grenelle de 'Environnement™

> reduction of waste production of 5 kgfinhabitant/year each year during
five years; ‘

» increase of recycling rates (e.g. organic matter recovery).

Development of sustainable production and consumption (through

economic tools such as bonus/malus) and enhanced producer's

responsibility (on households hazardous waste, on pieces of furniture).

Germany

Started introduction of extended producer responsibility in 1988 and later

11
-61-




v v

included it in the Act for Promoting Closed Substance Cycle Waste
Management and Ensuring Environmentally Compatible Waste Disposal.
Through the infroduction of various recycling laws, the utilisation of
municipal waste as resources increased from 13 % in 1990 to 58% in
2006.

Banned landfilling of waste without intermediate treatment.

Developed successful incentives for recycling and recycling through

_internalization of external costs by implementation of high environmental |-

and technical standards.

Reduction of GHGs from the waste management sector would account
for 10 % of Germany's Kyoto Protocol {arget.

Set a target to double resource productivity by 2020 compared to 1994

ltaly

Y ¥V V[V V¥

Set national targets for separated collection of urban solid waste of 50%
by the end of 2002 and 60% by the end of 2011.

Achieve 25% reduction of Total Material Requirement (TMR) by 2020,
50% by 2030, and 90% by 2050.

Actively introducing various market instruments under a new financial law
in 2007. Also, ltaly is utilising environmental indicators and targets
including those of waste generation and management for distribution of a

» part of EU structural funds.
~ Created new markets for materials through the Recycling Consortia for

packaging (glass, plastic, wood, paper, steel, aluminium), exhausted oils
batteries, under industrial management & responsibifity (CONAI system).

Japan

Japan has a fundamental law (framework) and plan (implementation plan)
for establishing a sound material-cycle society. in the fundamental plan,
Japan sets targets to be achieved by 2015 for resource productivity [JPY
420,000/ton, GDP/Direct Material Input (DMI)], the cyclical use rate
[14-15%, cyclical use amount/ (cyclical use amount + DMI)], and final
disposal amount (23 million tons, as the amount of waste brought to
landfill).

Japan achieved a 70% reduction in its final disposal amount between
1990 and 2005.

3Rs activities were in 2007 incorporated as part of an important
environmental strategy called “Becoming a Leading Environmental Nation
in the 215 Century: Japan's Strategy for a Sustainable Society”.
Recycling-related laws have recently been amended to further promote
recycling of wastes, such as the recycling of packaging and container
waste and food waste.

- Japan has promoted the 3Rs in Asia through various acfivities such as

policy dialogues and capacity building as well as by closely collaborating
with international organisations

Russia

Various laws for the promotion of the 3Rs are being drafted, including a
federal law on recoverable resources. Also there are regulations licensing
activities related to hazardous waste treatment.

- Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of August 29"
2007 No. 545 “On Amendments made to RF Govemnmental Decree of
June 16™ 2007 No. 461 “On Rules of Development and Approval of
Standards of Waste Creation and Limits on it's Disposal.”

- 40% of consumer and industrial waste is being recovered for reuse or
subject to waste treatment.

“United Kingdom

»

Revised Waste Strategy for England published in 2007 inciudes tougher
targets on recycling and composting household waste: 40% by 2010,
45% by 2015 and 50% by 2020.

New target to reduce amount of household waste not re-used recycled or
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composted — by 20% of 2000 totals by 2010 and by 45% by 2020. -
Implementing economic incentives such as a landfill tax which will
escalate from £32/te now to £48/te in 2010. '

Targeting action on key waste materials: paper, food, glass, aluminum,
wood, plastics and textiles as well as actions on products in order to
achieve sustainable consumption and production.

More effort being place on prevention of illegal transhoundary movement
under the framework of the Basel Convention.

United States of
America :

¥

The US promotes 3Rs principles though a wide range of measures and
programs, including Green Buildings, the Electronic  Product
Environmental Assessment Tool (stimulatingthe purchase of |

. environmentally sound electronics and development of electronics

take-back programs), Green Suppliers network, and similar standards
and product stewardship programs, focus is on source reduction, toxics
reduction, recycling and reuse of materials, and remanufacturing.

The US promotes the safe use of industrial materiais like coal combustion

residue, foundry sands, and construction. and demolition debris, with a | .

target of 50% of coal combustion residue beneficially used by 2011; the
current rate is 43%. .

The national municipal solid waste recycling goal is 35%, with a focus on
containers, paper, and food wastes; through the efforts of a stakeholder
partnership, paper recycling reached 56% in 2007.

The US issued an Executive Order in January 2007 to strengthen federal
environmental, energy, and transportation management by reflecting the
concept of 3Rs. ' “ _

Source : Compiled by the Ministry of the Environment Japén and the WMR Project, Institute for
the Global Environmental Strategies, based on materials for the 2" Senior Officials Meeting on
the 3R Initiative (4-6 October 2007, Bonn, Germany) ' : -
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" Japan’s New Action Plan towards a Global Zero Waste Society
| “Japan’s New Action Plan for Accelerating the Establishment of
Sound Material-Cycle Societies Internationally through the 3Rs”
(tentative translation) -

' May 25, 2008

1. Introduction _ :

With the advancement of economic and social activities and globalization, the world, including
both developed and developing countries, is now faced with the double challenge of increasingly
serious waste problems, as well as soaring prices for, and an unstable supply of, resources. These
challenges are closely linked with a rising environmental burden, including climate change impacts _
caused by greenhouse gas emissions. '

- Therefore, both developed and developing countries are expected to efficiently utilize the earth’s
limited resources and reduce the impact on the environment through the domestic and international
~ circulation of resources by promoting environmentally sound waste management and the 3Rs. As

members of the international community, we must also collaborate and cooperate to integrate -

activities that aim to establish sound material cycle societies with those that establish low carbon
and nature harmonious societies, always aiming at the establishment of a sustainable society.

Under the 3R Initiative, which was proposed by Japan and agreed upon at the G8 Sea Island
Summit in the United States in 2004, the importance of the promotion of the 3Rs has been widely
recognized. Concrete 3R practices have advanced not only within each G8 member coﬁntry, but:
also in countries in Asia through collaboration and cooperation promoted by Japan and
international organizations. Taking the opportunity of the G8 Environment Ministers Meeting in
Kobe in May 2008, which addressed the need for further action to promote the 3Rs, Japan is
 announcing a new Action Plan for Global Zero Waste Societies, thereby demonstrating Japan’s
determination to support the establishment of sound material cycle societies internationally.

2. Japan’s Fundamental Position on the International Promotion of the Establishment of
Sound Material-Cycle Societies |

Based on the 2™ Fundamental Plan for Establishing a Sound Material-Cycle Society, which was -
decided by a Cabinet meeting in March 2008, Japan decided to further enhance activities to
establish a sound material-cycle society domestically. Under this Fundamental Plan, Japan will take
a leading role in the international promotion of the establishment of sound material-cycle societies -
by disseminating state-of-the-art mechanisms, advanced technologies and systems, and Japan’s
' experiences in activities by and collaboration with stakeholders. In so doing Japan will promote the

~ 3Rs and environmentally sound waste management in an integrated manner, taking the protection '

of intellectual property rights, as well as the circumstances in individual countries, into account.
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~ To promote the establishment of sound material-cycle societies internationally through the 3Rs,
‘Japan’s fundamental position is as follows: first, build a sound material cycle society in each
country by promoting environmentally sound waste management and the 3Rs; at the same time,
prevent illegal trade in waste; and, after sufficiently implementing these first two steps, promote

‘smoother international trade in recyclable resources as a supplement to the domestic circulation of

resources.

Based on this fundamental position, Japan will take the following actions:

" 3. Specific Actions

M

@

Support the integrated promotlon of env1r0nmentally sound waste management and the 3Rs
“based on country-specific needs

Support the development of strategies and policy dialogues in line with the needs of each
country

- Encourage development aid agencies and international financial institutions to promote

activities based on 3R National Strategies after identifying the needs of each country through
support for the development of national strategies for the 3Rs. '

- .Promote the development of national strategies for the 3Rs in countries in the Mekong

Sub-region and South Asia by disseminating actual strategy development experiences to these
countries. ‘ '

Promote policy dialogues with waste management and recycling bureaus in China, the

" Republic of Korea, Smgapore and other countries for mutual collaboration leading to

strengthened capacity in policy planning and implementation.

- Collaborate with China and the Republic of Korea to urge G8, Asian, and other countries
~ throughout the world to take concrete action to reduce waste, such as scaling down the use of

disposable plastlc bags, in a manner appropriate to the situation in each country.

* In order to reduce marine litter, facilitate policy dialogues under the North-West Pacific Action

®)

©

Plan (NOWPAP), and promote activities such as awareness raising campaigns and field
surveys in collaboration with neighbouring countries.

Development of human resources

Develop essential human resources who can contribute to waste management and the 3Rs via
training courses for central and local governments and businesses in developing countries and
the dispatch of experts organized by the Japan International Cooperatlon Agency (JICA) as
well as through the Green Aid Plan (GAP). :

Integrated activities for policy planning, and institutional and infrastructure development

. Integrate the elements of the 3Rs (such as separated collection of municipal solid waste,

formalization of recycling activities, and development of related equipment and facilities) into
technical co-operation projects through JICA, as well as yen loan projects through the Japan
Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC). Environmental education and awareness building
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on the 3Rs will also be implemented through such cooperation schemes.

Promote the support of transportation of reused goods to developing countries through “Grants

. for Grass-roots Human Security Projects,” as well as “Grant Assistance for Japanese NGO

Projects.”

Support environmental protection activities, including the 3Rs, by both domestic and foreign
civic organizations through the Japan Fund for Global Environment and other mechanisms.

Promote international cooperation to support the 3Rs in all countries in the Asian region and at
the regional level through collaboration with developmental assistance organizations such as
the Asian Development Bank. :

Promote international standardization of environmental management accounting (Material
Flow Cost Accounting) together with the dissemination of specifications and standards in the
Asian region on the quality of recyclable resources.

Utilization of knowledge and experience of local governments and private businesses and other
stakeholders : '

Support inter-city cooperation to disseminate and transfer good practices, as well as the
experiences and knowledge of local governments in Japan through local governmental -
networks in Asia, in view of the seriousness of waste problems in Asian cities.

Promote the development of equipment and facilities for environmentally sound recycling and - '
efficient use of resources through inter-industrial collaboration in developing countries by
transferring Japan’s experience and know-how of developing Eco-Town sites.

Promote Green Productivity activities, such as resource efficient manufacturing and greening
of supply-chains in Asia and the Pacific region through collaboration with the Asia
Productivity Organization (APO). (The fifth Eco-Products International Fair is planned to be
held in the Philippines in March 2009.) ' -

Collect information on good practices and implement pilot projects through the Kitakyushu
Initiative for a Clean Environment promoted through inter-organizational collaboration of the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, the Ministry of the Environment of Japan, and the City of

Kitakyushu.-

* Promote mutual understanding among and action by central and local governments, busineéses,

(e)

and NGOs through the organization of the 3Rs/Circular Economy Seminar under the Tripartite
Environment Ministers Meeting among China, Japan and Korea (TEMM).

Strengthening knowledge and information bases

Strengthen knowledge bases and information dissemination through the 3R Knowledge Hub
and the “Waste Data Sharing System for China, Japan, and the Republic of Korea™ (tentative

title); promote the development of methodologies for basic data collection, such as the amount

of waste generated, by supporting the network activities of experts and researchers, such as the
“Society of Solid Waste Management Experts in Asia and Pacific Islands.” Support activities in

~ each country by sharing information on policies and experience through the establishment of
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the “Asian 3R Research and Information Network™ for faoiiitating collaboration of the above
activities. :

. Take on the role of chair in activities of the Thematic Working Group on Solid and Hazardous

®

@

3

Wastes (TWGSHW) of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Southeast and East
Asian Countries, and promote better understanding of the needs in each country, and data
collection and analysis of municipal solid waste and medical waste management. Contributions
to the creation of good practices in each counfry can also be made by disseminating the
outcomes of the activities and expenences of Japan through collaboration with the TWGSHW
and 3R Knowiedge Hub.

Developmerit of mechanisms to promote international cooperation in Japan

Organize a forum to share information and promote mutual collaboration for nnplementmg
international activities, in relation to the promotion of the 3Rs in Asia, in an effective and
integrated manner by inviting related ministries and agencies, relevant organizations, private
businesses, local governments, research organizations, and NGOs.

Consider a mechanism to conduct surveys on environmental pollutlon from envuonmentally
unsound management of waste, including garbage and night soil, in response to needs in
dovelopmg countries, as well as provrde advice to improve the environment by utilizing
experts in waste management and the 3Rs in Japan.

Contribute to Global Warming Countermeasures through Env1ronmentally Sound Waste

Management and the 3Rs

Promote co-benefit type co-operation in the area of waste management and the 3Rs, based on
the “Cool Earth Partnership” announced by Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda in January 2008
including the following actlvrues for example: :

Promotlon of the 3Rs, such as separated collection, reduction of waste through separatron, _
and composting. :
- Development and improvement of final 1andﬁ11 51tes to contribute to the prevention of landfill
gas emissions. ‘
- Implementation of environmentally sound management of and energy recovery from organic
wastes disposed by businesses.

Prevention of Illegal Transboundary Movement.of Hazardous Wastes

Promote information exchange and support for capacity development to ensure
environmentally sound export and import of hazardous wastes through the “Asian Network for
the Prevention of Illegal Import and Export of Hazardous Wastes.”

» Support the control of imports and exports and promotion of sound management of e-wastes in

individual countries through “Environmentally Sound Management of E-waste in the
Asia-Pacific Region,” which is implemented under the Basel Convention.
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(4) Actions to Establish a Sound Material Cycle Society at Regional Level in Asia

+ Develop a “Vision of a Sound Material Cycle Society in East Asia” by 2012 to lay the
groundwork for setting basic approaches and goals in collaboration w1th other countries in the
region.

- Hold high-level  dialogue towards the creation of a sound material-cycle society at the

regional level at ministerial meetings such as the East Asia Summit (EAS) Environment
Ministers Meetmg, the TEMM, and the Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific.

- Propose the immediate initiation of a dialogue process among coumntries in the region.

- Conduct surveys and research to gain knowledge of local situations and collect related data
on resource circulation in Asia. '

_Facilitate the import of wastes that are difficult to treat in an environmentally-sound manner in
‘developing countries, but can be treated within the management capacity of Japan.

+ Towards resource productivity and reduce environmental impacts associated with resource

6)

~ consumption in Asian countries by:

- Disseminating the progress and achievements of the work by the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) on material flow analysis and resource productivity -
and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) International Panel on
Sustainable Resource Management to Asian countries.

- Sharing information and experiences and facilitating the exchange of experts with countries
that promote measure to increase resource productwrty, such as China and the Republic of
:Korea.

Collaborate with G8 Member Countries, International Orgaruzatlons and Networks to Create a
Global Sound Material-Cycle Society

Collaborate vnth other G8 member countries and the OECD on a follow—up of the “Kobe 3R
Action Plan” agreed upon at the G8 Enwronment Mmlsters Meeting in 2008.

.Further promote susta.rnable resource management, increase in resource productrvrty, and 3R

activities in collaboration with other G8 member countries and international organizations such.
as UNEP and the OECD.

Disseminate and promote research on Material Flow Accounts internationally.

- Promote the purchase of environmentally-friendly products and services internationally, in

collaboration with the International Green Purchasing Network (IGPN).
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