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In Japan, the Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) was drawn up by Government ([E#\>) in
consultation with the Japanese Business Federation. It covers seven major industrial
sectors (fi13E\)) . The problem is that companies are free to set their own targets. In
2005, the Japanese Government set out a new plan aimed at getting the country back
on-track to meet its Kyoto commitments by achieving a 9 percent cut in emissions of the
industrial sector by 2010. The target under the VAP is for the industrial and energy
converting sectors is to achieve emissions levels in 2010 that are below those in 1990.27
(BEfER2) p. 123
327 (FR#L) 3 Pederson 2007; Nippon Keidanren 2005.

Nippon Keidanren. 2005. “Results of the Fiscal 2005 Follow-up to the Keidanren Voluntary Action Plan on the Environment
(Summary).” Section on Global Warming Measures—Performance in Fiscal 2004. Tokyo. [http://www.keidanren.or.jp/english/

Pederson, Peter D. 2007. “Japan—Country Study.”
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But voluntary action is not enough. It has not been enough to push emission trends in a

downward direction in Australia or in the United States. P. 125
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New York City Government

Many of the (USCAP) companies involved have set voluntary targets for reducing
emissions, anticipating the future development of mandatory targets.

Other (US) flagship programmes—such as the Combined Heat and Power
Partnership and the Clean Energy—Environment State Partnership— attempt to
encourage voluntary educations by the corporate sector.

In Australia, the national climate change strategy does have a non-binding target:
emission cuts of 87 Mt CO2by 2010.21 Voluntary measures, such as consumer
education and engagement with the private sector, are the primary mechanism for
achieving the objective.

Participating companies are required to develop and publish company-level
greenhouse gas inventories and strategies for cutting emissions.(Australia,
Greenhouse Challenge Plus)

Many are participating in a voluntary programme— Energy Star'—that sets
standards for energy efficiency.

In Japan, where the implementation of energy efficiency standards in buildings is
voluntary, energy savings have been moderate. Far greater savings have been
registered in countries such as in Germany and the United States, where
compliance is enforced more stringently. (FSEEIFREFA)

Aligning regulatory policies with more stringent climate change mitigation goals
has been difficult. Current approaches are based on three pillars: voluntary
commitments by the automobile industry, fuel-economy labeling and promotion
of efficiency through fiscal measures. (ACEAL @ H £ i)

IPCC AR4 (2B} % 58k
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Voluntary agreements between industry and governments are politically attractive,

raise awareness among stakeholders, and have played a role in the evolution of many

national policies. The majority of agreements has not achieved significant emissions

reductions beyond business as usual. However, some recent agreements, in a few

countries, have accelerated the application of best available technology and led to

measurable emission reductions.




