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< Summary >

In July 2009, the Act on “Promoting the Treatment of Marine Debris Affecting the Conservation of
Good Coastal Landscapes and Environments to Protect Natural Beauty and Variety was enacted. Based
on this legislation, a series of countermeasures against washed-ashore marine debris have being
implemented. For floating and seafloor debris not categorized as washed-ashore marine debris, an
additional resolution to the Act was established, and states that “it is necessary to actively work on their
collection and disposal” and also that “it is necessary to make an effort to cooperate with local

governments and fishermen, and to finance their activity.”

This project was focused on the survey of coastal areas in Mutsu Bay, Toyama Bay, and Wakasa Bay.
The existing information on marine debris in the surveyed areas, including the results of coastal and
offshore surveys conducted on previous surveys, was compiled. Field surveys on floating marine deblis
and seafloor debris were conducted, and countermeasures against marine debris in the future were

evaluated.

(1) Summary of existing information
The cleaning and collection records on marine debris of several local municipalities were gathered,
and all the currently available information and research results regarding marine debris on the target

areas was compiled and organized referring to previous reports.

(2) Survey of seafloor debris

Surveys of seafloor debris were carried out totally in 15 areas inside the 3 target bays, with the
cooperation of bottom-trawling fishermen of local cooperatives. The typesand quantity of the collected
debris were determined, and the density of seafloor debris estimated referring to the extension of the

trawled area.

(3) Survey of floating debris

At-sea visual surveys of floating marine debris were carried out totally in 11 areas inside the 3 target
bays. Counting of debris found along the transects was used to obtain the density of the floating debris
in each surveyed area. In addition, microplastics samples were collected with a Neuston Net to
investigate the levels of microplastics, and their analysis requested to the Research Institute for Applied

Mechanics, Kyushu University. The density of microplastics in the survey areas were estimated.

(4) Committee meeting

A committee to examine the current status of floating and seafloor marine debris and oversee this
project was established. The appointed eleven members included senior academics, experts, and
government officials. Two committee meetings were held in Tokyo for the “Review of the Status of

Floating and Benthic Marine Debris in Coastal Waters in 2016
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