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Marine Litter

Marine litter; a global challenge

61.

We recognize that marine litter, in particular plastic litter and microplastics, poses a threat to
marine ecosystems and is a global challenge that has been acknowledged by the G7 leaders at
the Elmau Summit in 2015. We reaffirm the importance of the “G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine
Litter’ adopted at that Summit and its efficient implementation thereafter.

Priority measures to implement G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter
62. We are committed to implementing the following priority measures, in accordance with national

circumstances, in close collaboration and cooperation within the G7 and at other fora (e.g. the
G20), foremost through existing platforms and tools, in particular the Regional Seas
Conventions and Action Plans, based on the Leaders’ Declaration of the G7 EImau Summit and
its annex the “G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter’ including discussions in the G7
workshops: (1) promotion of financing opportunities for environmentally sound waste
management and wastewater treatment and sharing best practices among G7 members and
respective priority countries, aiming for the prevention and reduction of marine litter from
land-based sources; (2) promotion of reducing marine litter, particularly the environmentally
sound removal actions of plastic litter as far as possible before it degrades into microplastics; (3)
promotion of international collaboration working with appropriate organizations including the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) to address reduction of marine litter in the
ocean and from sea-based sources; (4) promotion of outreach and education activities leading to
individual behavior change that can prevent litter from entering the environment, internal waters,
and the seas; and (5) actions towards standardizing and harmonizing monitoring methodologies
for assessing the state of the marine and coastal environment with regard to litter, the progress
towards its reduction and effect of microplastics on marine and coastal life, ecosystems and
potentially also human health, and for promoting, actively and effectively, various research
activities including scientific studies and those initiated at the grass-roots level by citizens.

Regular follow-up
63. Furthermore, we are committed to regular follow-up on actions taken by G7 members to share

best practices and promote outreach of these measures to other countries according to the
prerogative of the respective presidency.



