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Communiqué

5. Marine Litter

38. We recognize the valuable work done through the G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine
Litter (G7APML). We reiterate our concern for the issue of marine litter, in particular plastic
litter and microplastics, and reaffirm our commitment to fight this global threat. We are
keenly aware of the need to fully and timely implement the 2030 Agenda and, in this
context, of the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular 6, 12 and 14,
and their relevant targets addressing marine litter directly and indirectly. We believe that
moving towards a more resource efficient and circular economic model, including efficient
resource use and sustainable materials and waste management systems, is an effective way
to address marine litter. We acknowledge the socio-economic benefits of marine litter
prevention and reduction measures, including in terms of employment generation, tourism
development, sustainable fisheries, waste and wastewater management and other areas.

39. We welcome and acknowledge the relevant United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA) resolutions 1/6 and 2/11 on marine plastic debris/litter and microplastics, as well as
the decision XI11/10 addressing impacts of marine debris in the framework of the Convention
on Biological Diversity, and we look forward to the UNEA assessment of the effectiveness of
relevant international, regional and sub-regional governance strategies and approaches to
combat marine plastic litter and microplastics to be presented at UNEA 3 in December 2017.
We acknowledge a number of international initiatives such as the Global Partnership for
Marine Litter (GPML) and the recently launched Stop Plastic Waste International Coalition.
We acknowledge and recognize the importance of the outcomes of the SDG14 conference in
New York last week and look forward to the fourth Our Oceans Conference in Malta of 5-6
October 2017.

40. We are aware that in the context of the cooperation among international instruments
and initiatives on marine litter and within their respective mandates, the Regional Seas
Programmes (RSPs) are key to effectively establish and implement coherent and
coordinated regional basin-wide approaches. We are also aware that the Regional Fisheries
Management Organizations (RFMOs) may have an important role in addressing, at regional
level, specific marine litter issues resulting from fishing activities.

41. We are therefore determined to further implement the G7 Action Plan to Combat
Marine Litter (APML) and call for strengthening the coherence, efficiency and effectiveness
of existing international efforts, in particular the RSPs‘ activities to address marine litter,



while taking into account regional contexts, mainly through the following initiatives: a)
Harmonization of science-based indicators and methodologies for monitoring and
evaluation, including through research; b) Identification, development, implementation and
outreach of broad and accessible databases; c) Identification and dissemination of best
practices, especially on prevention and management of waste and litter from land based
and sea based sources and on removal actions; d) Development of capacity building efforts;
e) ldentification, development and dissemination of measures for: cost-benefit assessments,
partnerships to support cost recovery instruments, extended producer responsibility and
promotion of investments in waste and water management infrastructures, including
through cooperation with the private sector; f) Progressive reduction of single-use plastics
and microplastics, including microbeads, to avoid the leakage of plastics to the marine
environment, including through research on substitutes.
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