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Summary

As the population in the society ages, an increase of discarded disposable diaper
is envisaged, whose portion in the municipal solid waste is on the rise. Since an
efficient treatment of the discarded disposable diaper is required in this regard, its
recycling and thermal recovery (hereinafter referred to as ‘Recycling’) are
feasible.

The 4th Fundamental Plan for Establishing a Sound Material-Cycle Society
approved in the Cabinet meeting in June 2018 indicates a policy that, ‘given the
expected increase in the use of disposable diaper for adult associated with aging,
a survey on recycling technologies for discarded disposable diaper, and assistance
for those concerned who address recycling are to be implemented while developing
guidelines for recycling’ towards FY2025. It was then subsequently followed by
the formulation of ‘Guideline for Recycling of discarded disposable diaper
(https://www.env.go.jp/press/107897.html)’ by the Ministry of the Environment
in March 2020.

The Recycling of discarded disposable diaper, which is technically feasible, is
however limited yet, so we conducted a survey and made consideration to pave
the way for its widespread use. We also provided consulting service to
municipalities that are interested in the Recycling of disposable diaper and willing
to utilize it, towards their materialization.
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