
Environmental education for children

After the persistent efforts for over years, the Mount 
Fuji (Fujisan, 3,776meters high) was inscribed on the 
World Heritage List as Cultural Heritage at the 37th 
Session of the World Heritage Committee held in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia in June, 2013. The title 
inscribed is “Fujisan, sacred place and source of 
artistic inspiration”.
Its representation in Japanese art goes back to the 
11th century but 19th century wood block prints 
( U k i y o - e )  h a v e  m a d e  F u j i s a n  b e c o m e  a n  
internationally recognized icon of the symbol of 
‘Oriental’ Japan and have had a deep impact on the 
development of Western art. 
The title of the wood block print (Ukiyo-e) on the front 

page is “Suruga Mihonomatsubara” from “Thirty-Six 
Views of Fuji” by Utagawa Hiroshige. The protruding 
sandy beach of Miho is located in Suruga Bay in 
Shizuoka city and it has been a popular, scenic spot 
for centuries for the majestic view of Fujisan in the 
distance.  It is accordingly a part of the World Heritage 
site.
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The Toki, Japanese crested ibis (Nipponia Nippon), 
used to inhabit all over Japan.  But overhunting for 
their beautiful feathers, deterioration of their habitats 
such as rice fields and forests, and an increase of 
natural enemies had caused the population to 
decrease and made them extinct in Japan in 2003.
While anticipating preservation of the species on the 
other hand, efforts had been made on artificial 
incubation; China presented Japan with a mated pair 
of the birds, resulting in the first successful hatching, 
which made the number gradually increased in Japan.
From 2008, a reintroduction program into the wild 

started on Sado Island, Niigata prefecture, where 
the management of environmental habitats and 
local awareness-raising had been underway.
The follow up research has been conducted by 
means of coloring each to identify and putting on 
GPS receivers to actually record the location of 
nesting and feeding grounds, as shown on the back 
page.
In the spring of 2012, chicks were successfully 
hatched in the wild and, as of today, about 50 of them 
live in the wild.
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Based on Japan’s proposal at the 2002 Johannes-
burg Summit, the ten years from 2005 were desig-
nated as the United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development. Education for sustainable 
development (ESD) encompasses more than just the 
environment, incorporating a range of issues such as 
poverty and human rights.

In Japan, the new educational guidelines as revised 
in 2008 and 2009 (coming into force in April 2011) 
were designed to enhance more comprehensive 
environmental education, including the idea of how 
to approach sustainable development, and stipulat-
ing clearly  to conduct environmental education in the 
various courses.
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Some regions have worked with children, collaborat-
ing with a variety of parties such as administrative 
agencies, NPOs, and schools by way of utilizing local 
resources to resolve issues to promote environmental 
conservation initiatives.
Kasugai City in Aichi prefecture holds new residential 
areas extensively. The elementary school teaching 
staff collaborate with universities, NPOs, companies, 
and welfare facilities to provide the children with field 
workshops where they can learn about living in 
harmony with nature. These hands-on experiences 
are integrated into the curriculum and linked with 
classroom learning, supported by university students 
at the time of implementation of the program.

Minakami Town in Gunma prefecture is engaged in 
promotion of eco-tourism with the aim of sustainable 
use of Mt. Tanigawadake, designated as a national 
park. The visitors can enjoy nature and culture without 
adversely affecting the ecosystems. It is intended not 
only for children but also for adults to foster a 
renewed awareness of the blessing of nature from the 
three aspects; regional regeneration, development of 
tourism, and conservation of the environment.
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