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Dear Reader,

It has been two years and six months since the Great East Japan 
Earthquake that caused such tremendous damages, nevertheless 
there are still many people suffered and forced to live in temporary 
housing, facing difficulties with anxiety.  The government has been 
doing its utmost to work on recovery and reconstruction in order to 
respond to their concerns.  While listening to them closely, we strive to 
move forward with solving each issue, such as decontamination of the 
areas contaminated by radioactive materials, management of 
contaminated waste and disposal of disaster waste, and health 
management and consultation related to radiation.

Along with the nuclear power accident, the issue of global warming 
continues to be important.  The administration has taken up many 
environmental issues such as the creation of a low-carbon society that 
requires us to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy and maximize energy savings.  There is also a 
compelling need for us to find solutions for building a society in harmony with nature, forming a sound 
material-cycle society, as well as ensuring safe and secure living conditions.

Given that situation, we have adopted a Society of True Prosperity for Future Generations – working together in 
quest of a sustainable future recovering from the earthquake disaster as a theme for the Annual Report on the 
Environment, the Sound Material-Cycle Society and Biodiversity in Japan 2013.  The key message throughout the 
report is for Japan to be transformed into a Sustainable Society of True Prosperity that ensures a rich natural 
environment and good living conditions as well as economic affluence, while working on recovery and 
reconstruction from the Great East Japan Earthquake that is a task of immediate importance as of today.  In this 
context, the report gives details about various initiatives linked with the building of a Society of True Prosperity, 
such as the formation of a low-carbon society, a society in harmony with nature, and a sound material-cycle 
society and expansion of the green economy to conserve the environment, in addition to decontamination and 
disposal of disaster waste as part of recovery and reconstruction after the Great East Japan Earthquake, and green 
reconstruction initiatives that incorporate environmental conservation.

In the meantime, another message delivered in this report is our mission to pass down to posterity a Society of 
True Prosperity built on these principles.  The report covers environmental education initiatives for children who live 
the future.  Schools, communities, and other parties are making collaborative efforts in providing them with such 
opportunities.

It is my sincere hope that this environmental report helps you comprehend a Sustainable Society of the True 
Prosperity for our future generations.

Best regards,

Nobuteru Ishihara
Minister of the Environment


