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Risk communication concerning the endocrine disrupting effects of chemicals
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Prologue
MOE Initiatives

M 19984 [SPEED'98] 67¥1'E (3R65)FAEME
1998 “Strategic Programs on Environmental Endocrine Disruptors SPEED ‘98~
highest priority in the survey and research of 67 (revised to 65) chemicals
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2005 “MOE’s Perspectives in Endocrine Disruption -EXTEND 2005”

Proper Understanding by General public to mitigate public concern and to reduce risks
“Information Sharing” “Risk Communication” “Environmental Education”
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2006 The Third Basic Environment Plan
Importance to reduce environmental risks of chemicals
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Concept of Risk Communication
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B Proper Understanding by General public to mitigate public concern and to reduce risks
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+ Analysis of risks and costs
- Selection and decision-making
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Opportunity for Communication
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The status quo of public concern
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B MOE “Survey and Monitoring of Environment-Friendly Lifestyle”
QAL HLHREMESE (L ? 1 (£E 207 L L 5B %3000 A - B #ER)

Q: What environmental issues are you concerned about? (Check all that apply)

23HEAMNORERLI-ADEISEIERDEE

Trends in 23 options answered by 3,000 Japanese male/female more than 20 years old
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Chemical pollutants such as dioxins
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Adverse effects of endocrine disruptors

on Wildlife
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Problems suggested by the status quo of public concern
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Increasing General public apathy
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In information sharing, concerns have ceased off, but current information is not shared.
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In risk communication, mutual understandings have been promoted,

but awareness as a participant who can reduce risks is weak.
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In environmental education and study,
steps to actions from the concerns and understandings are important.
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Required information sharing and risk communication
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“Steps to actions from the concerns and understandings”
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5@.@]7«;1\% 3 rich-information group
A s may take actions to

reduce risks.

The low-concern group
may increase anxiety
even by poor or
uncertain information.
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Required information sharing for
“steps to actions from the concerns and understandings”
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Information needed that would reach General public
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Continuous information sharing
Due to the uncertainty, new findings are to be provided continuously.
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Reliable information source
An impartial third-party institution is needed.
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Citizen-friendly information
Specialists such as chemical advisors are to be fostered.
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Required Information to foster
“awareness as a participant who can reduce risk*
BERFEEMNSHEIZILZS— 3o~

Step up from one-way information to mutual communication
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mR. NGO, EHE. FXA. IRA. TR

“Dialogue” will foster confidence and awareness of role among General public, NGOs,
Educational institutes, Industries, Researchers, and Administrative bodies.
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Places/occasions for dialogue
are to be lifestyle-oriented and community-based.
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Facilitators for dialogue
are to be fostered through environmental NGOs.
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Proposal (D for Administrative bodies
(&7 -BaREE I TGL- IS
Be more lifestyle-oriented and community-based by
“harmonized relationship between central ministries/agencies and local authority

B)R)O2a=7—23 %<l gl
lifestyle-oriented and community-based risk communication
O E=FRE Ihoilkii- 2 TRIEHRFESE
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Continuous and impartial information from “a third-party institution”
Participation and cooperation by a wide variety of bodies
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More harmonized relationship between related administrative bodies
In schools, environmental education and training of teachers are encouraged.
In communities, facilitators for dialogue are to be fostered.
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More places/occasions for dialogue in local authority
Human resources such as environmental/local NGOs are to be exploited.
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Proposal @ for Researchers
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Careful information sharing putting emphasis on uncertainty.
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@ Considerate information sharing
What is certain or uncertain now
@ RN Z Hh I
IRIEBBOHEM. TOT S LEFR
Expertise in communities
Educational materials and programs designed for environmental education
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Chemical advisors
A facilitator who can inform up-to-date knowledge
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Proposal @ for Industries
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As an important participant who can reduce risks

O EHETSHFHMRIZF=FHE~DSE
Membership to an impartial third-party institution as “a reliable information source”
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Introduction of approaches to reduce risks on the industrial side
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System development for General public to reduce risks

The GHS labeling for proper choice/use of products
Eco labeling systems that evaluate both environmental and functional aspects of a product

Systems for proper waste disposal, recovery and treatment
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Epilogue
Roles and responsibilities of environmental NGOs and mass media
for children who will play active roles in tomorrow's society
WE YRS - FEDHENFIC
As a impartial information sources/facilitators for dialogue
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HAEAZEEL, BELJAVERBITIA
@ who can continuously study the aspects full of uncertainty
who can mitigate public concerns,
who can induce understandings and actions to reduce risks
Q@) AVZERRT 5B IR -EA-LEBIZEIT LHEMIFH - EXIEFHMOTME-REZE
who can evaluate/inform products/companies qualified for proper choice/use/disposal
to reduce risks
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For the society, there all stakeholders can talk positively and take actions driving
a virtuous cycle of environment and economy



