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Outline of Panel Discussion for Abstracts

Tens of thousands of chemical substances are currently distributed in Japan, and the number continues to
increase every year. So many chemicals are used because they offer various benefits. Detergents, paints, cos-
metics, plastics, insecticides and adhesives all make our lives better and more convenient.

Some chemicals, however, are harmful. They may pose environmental risks when discharged into air or water.
In the past, effects on human health were the major issue, but in recent years, the impact on the entire ecosys-
tem has also become a focus of attention. How can we minimize the risks of chemicals while taking advantage
of their benefits in our daily lives?

In this symposium, the panel discussion will address the topic “How should we get together with the chemi-
cals ? - consideration of risks and merits.” In the past regulatory measures were often taken only after damage
had occurred, as in the case of Minamata disease. Today, emphasis is on a precautionary approach, focusing
on risks while working to advance scientific knowledge, and not using lack of conclusive scientific proof as an
excuse for postponing action.

We will discuss how we can benefit from chemicals safely, clearly explaining risk evaluation and risk control
using a video featuring experts and those who work with chemicals.
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