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Fiscal Year 2015
Study on the Heat Island Phenomenon and Countermeasures
Abstract

In this study, we conducted surveys toward promoting the introduction of effective heat
island countermeasures by local governments and private enterprises.

The study was implemented in consideration of views obtained from a working
committee composed of experts on the heat island phenomenon.

1. Methods for introducing heat island countermeasures in street spaces

To promote proper heat island countermeasures in public spaces, such as streets and
public open spaces, and street spaces that include residential sites and other private spaces,
we compiled a document that systematically provides technical information related to the
introduction of countermeasures (Guideline on Measures against Heat in Cities (draft)). In
this process, we examined methods for evaluating countermeasures, methods for assessing
the present state of high heat environments, methods for displaying the effects of
countermeasures in an easily understood manner, and the effects of countermeasures based
on experience.

2. Introduction process of heat island countermeasures in model districts

We promoted initiatives to introduce heat island countermeasures to model districts
(Takatsuki city and Hirakata city in Osaka), and examined the effects of these initiatives.
We also held workshops with an eye to further strengthening ties among local stakeholders
as a means for achieving sustainability of local initiatives, and with a view to promoting
heat island countermeasures across an even wider area.

3. Information support to local governments and other public entities

We organized a seminar intended for national and local public entities that are
considering introducing a heat island countermeasure and organizations that are gathering
technical information related to measures against high heat environments, with the
objective of supporting them in the form of providing relevant information.
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