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GOLD, SILVER, AND BRONZE TIER DESIGNATION

have negligible to minor
impacts from light pollution
and other artificial light
disturbance, yet still display
outstanding quality night
skies and have superior
nighttime lightscapes.

Nighttime environments that

Nighttime environments that
have minor impacts from light
pollution and other artificial
light disturbance, yet still
display good quality night
skies and have exemplary
nighttime lightscapes.

Areas not meeting the
requirements of Silver, yet still
offering people, plants, and
animals a respite from a
degraded nocturnal
environment and suitable for
communicating the issue of
light pollution and connecting
people with the many aspects
of the night sky.

Artificial Light
and Skyglow

Typical observer is not
distracted by glary light
sources. Light domes are
only dim and restricted to
sky close to horizon.

Point light sources and glary
lights do not dominate
nighttime scene. Light domes
present around horizon but
do not stretch to zenith.

Areas with greater artificial
light and skyglow than Silver,
but where aspects of the
natural sky are still visible.

Observable Sky
Phenomena

The full array of visible sky
phenomena can be viewed—
e.g. aurora, airglow, Milky
Way, zodiacal light, and faint
meteors.

Brighter sky phenomena can
be regularly viewed, with
fainter ones sometimes
visible. Milky Way is visible in
summer and winter.

Many sky phenomena cannot
be seen. Milky Way is seen
when pointed out to the
average person, as is the
Andromeda Galaxy.

Nocturnal
Environment

Area is devoid of obvious
lights that can cause wildlife
disorientation. Artificial light

levels are thought to be
below the threshold for plant

and animal impact.
Ecological processes related
to nocturnality are
unaltered. No lighting atop
towers or buildings within
Park boundary.

Areas that have minor to

moderate ground illumination

from artificial skyglow. Lights

that may cause disorientation

to wildlife are distant.

Disruption of ecological

processes is minor with no
impairment to plants or

wildlife.

Areas with greater nocturnal
impact than Silver, but where
ecosystems are still functional.

Visual Limiting

Equal or greater than 6.8

6.0 to 6.7 under clear skies

5.0 to 5.9 under clear skies and

‘Magnitude under clear skies and good and good conditions good seeing conditions
seeing conditions
Bortle Sky Class
) 1-3 3-5 5-6
Unihedron Sky
Quality Meter >21.75 21.74-21.00 20.99-20.00




