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Executive Summary

At present, used disposable diapers in Japan are primarily treated through incineration at municipal waste
treatment facilities. With the progression of an aging society, the volume of used disposable diapers is
expected to increase further, and their proportion within municipal solid waste is also on an upward trend.

Under these circumstances, and in response to the growing demand for carbon neutrality (CN), there is an
increasing need to promote alternatives to incineration, including material recycling and thermal recovery
of used disposable diapers (hereinafter referred to as “recycling, etc.”).

This project was conducted with a view toward future revisions of the Guidelines for the Recycling, etc. of
Used Disposable Diapers, originally formulated in FY 2019. The objectives of the project were to collect
and update relevant information on recycling, etc. of used disposable diapers, and to organize and examine
proposed revisions to the Guidelines.

In addition, through the organization of stakeholder discussion meetings and the implementation of hands-
on support for local governments, this project identified on-the-ground challenges and current practices
related to the recycling, etc. of used disposable diapers, thereby contributing to the consideration of
practical and effective approaches for future guideline revisions and policy development.
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