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Summary

To achieve the target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, it is essential to further promote
the use of renewable energy. One method of utilizing renewable energy is biomass power
generation. This mainly involves chipping up wood waste generated during the lumbering
process and using it as fuel. From the perspective of carbon neutrality and regional circularity of
the resources, it is important to make effective use of biomass from trees in rivers, which have
not been considered as an energy resource until now.

So far, riverine trees have been regularly cut down by river administrators for river maintenance,
since in recent years there have been frequent record-breaking heavy rains, causing extensive
flooding damage, and there is a need for rapid response to river maintenance. For this reason, there
is concern that significant costs will continue to be incurred in the future for cutting down riverine
trees.

Therefore, it is important to reduce the cost of disposing of felled trees borne by river
administrators, and to also link this to the further spread and expansion of renewable energy, with
the aim of also benefiting from the fuel supply aspect of biomass power generation. For this reason,
it would be beneficial to create a system that utilizes riverine trees, which have not been considered
as an energy resource, for biomass power generation.

This project examines the feasibility, effectiveness and benefits of renewable energy generation
projects using riverine trees within the region intensively in cooperation with several entities,

which aims to promote unused biomass.

Project overview:
Name of work: Commissioned project for a study of effective utilization for unused biomass
in existing infrastructure (FY 2024)
Period of performance: From April 1, 2024
To March 31, 2025
Commissioner: Climate Change Projects Office, Climate Change Policy Division, Global
Environment Bureau, Ministry of the Environment, Japan

Contractor: Pacific Consultants Co., Ltd.

This project studied activities being implemented by the Regional Development Bureaus
across the country from FY 2024 to FY 2025, which were implemented in response to the “Trial
to promote the active use of riverine trees as fuel for biomass power generation” (MLIT,

September 9, 2024, Administrative Notice).
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