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< Summary >

The Act on “Promoting the Treatment of Marine Debris Affecting the Conservation of Good
Coastal Landscapes and Environments to Protect Natural Beauty and Variety” enacted in July 2009
was revised in June 2018, stating that “national and local governments must actively promote the
disposal of floating debris that interferes with the livelihood and economic activities of local
residents”.

In addition, the cabinet reform in May 31, 2019 on the “Basic Policy on the Comprehensive and
Effective Promotion of Measures Against Articles that Drift Ashore” and the “National Action Plan
for Marine Plastic Debris” decided by the pertinent Ministerial Meeting in May 31, 2019 establish
that as a measure against marine debris and in cooperation with fishermen, the landing of benthic
debris collected during operations should be promoted.

In this project, we monitored marine debris collection initiatives in collaboration with fishermen
and local authorities. We identified the issues and assessed the actual status of the collection efforts.
Based on an understanding of the factors contributing to these issues, we examined the revision and

enhancement of the 'manual' developed in the previous fiscal period.

(1) Compilation of literature and case studies on marine debris collection in collaboration with
fishermen
Research domestic and international literature on collaborative efforts between fishermen and local
authorities in the collection of marine debris, with a focus on the impact on fishing grounds, issues
in building a cooperative system between fishermen and local governments, and methods of
disseminating information on results, and make updates and additions as appropriate to the results
of previous fiscal year's work. The resulting insights include key considerations and best practices

for marine debris collection initiatives involving fishermen's cooperation.

(2) Surveys on benthic debris

Taking into account past operations and subsidies, we selected the following 7 survey areas: the
coastal waters of Kaga City, Harima Sea (East), Bisan Seto (West), Bisan Seto (Mizushima-nada),
Bingo-nada, Hiuchi-nada (West), and the coastal waters of Munakata City. In these areas, surveys
and analyses of benthic debris collection were conducted with the cooperation of local fishermen.

At each survey area, we requested fishermen affiliated with the local fisheries cooperatives, who
can collect benthic debris using bottom trawls or bottom gillnets, to bring back benthic debris caught
as bycatch during their normal fishing operations. The fishermen were also asked to record the
information necessary to assess the actual state of benthic debris and to consider future
countermeasures (for approximately 20 days in each survey area).

After the survey period, the collected and stored benthic debris were sorted in accordance with the

“Seabed Debris Classification List”, and the number, weight, and volume were measured. The survey



results were then compiled to organize the current status of benthic debris and to provide input for

examining effective countermeasures.

(3) Implementation of training sessions for fishermen and local authorities of the “Marine Debris
Collection in Collaboration with Fishermen and Local Authorities”
Based on the manual published in August 2023, the considerations outlined below were made to
promote and raise awareness of marine debris collection in collaboration with fishermen and local
authorities. Additionally, opinions regarding the content of the training sessions were collected at

the first review meeting outlined in (5).

1) Public Recruitment of Participants for the Training Sessions (approximately 30 participants,
including local government officials, fishermen, and other)

2) Implementation of Training Sessions (one-day online events).

3) Post-Training Session Follow-Up (summarization of issues identified during the training

sessions, draft revision of the Q&A of the manual)

(4) Revision of the “Marine Debris Collection in Collaboration with Fishermen and Local Authorities”
The draft manual was further revised based on the findings from the studies described in sections
(1) through (3). During the revision process, feedback from the review meeting and hearings outlined

in (5) was carefully considered.

(5) Support the preparation of study group materials
In this project we facilitated the preparation materials for the study meetings (held 2 times) based
on the survey policies and results of the separately commissioned 'Comprehensive Study on the
Present Conditions of Marine Debris and Efficient Collection in FY2025' and the including the

Manual Draft outlined in section (4).
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