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< Summary >

The Act on “Promoting the Treatment of Marine Debris Affecting the Conservation of Good
Coastal Landscapes and Environments to Protect Natural Beauty and Variety” enacted in July 2009
was revised in June 2018, stating that “national and local governments must actively promote the
disposal of floating debris that interferes with the livelihood and economic activities of local
residents”.

In addition, the cabinet reform in May 31, 2019 on the “Basic Policy on the Comprehensive and
Effective Promotion of Measures Against Articles that Drift Ashore” and the “National Action Plan
for Marine Plastic Debris” decided by the pertinent Ministerial Meeting in May 31, 2019 establish
that as a measure against marine debris and in cooperation with fishermen, the landing of benthic
debris collected during operations should be promoted.

In this project, we promoted initiatives combating marine plastic debris through the utilization and
improvement of the "Manual for Marine Debris Collection in Collaboration with Fishermen and
Local Authorities", which was developed in the previous fiscal period. Our efforts entailed the
promotion and refinement of this manual, incorporating illustrative case studies of marine debris

collection and clarifying key aspects.

(1) Compilation of literature and case studies on marine debris collection in collaboration with
fishermen
Research domestic and international literature on collaborative efforts between fishermen and local
authorities in the collection of marine debris, with a focus on the impact on fishing grounds, issues
in building a cooperative system between fishermen and local governments, and methods of
disseminating information on results, and make updates and additions as appropriate to the results
of previous fiscal year's work. The resulting insights include key considerations and best practices

for marine debris collection initiatives involving fishermen's cooperation.

(2) Coordination and support of collaborative marine debris collection projects between fishermen and
local authorities
The draft "Manual for Marine Debris Collection in Collaboration with Fishermen and Local
Authorities" (hereinafter referred to as the “Manual Draft”), developed during the previous fiscal
year, served as a foundation for advancing marine debris collection projects in the designated target
areas. To enhance the effectiveness of this manual, in person and telephone interviews were
conducted to identify and analyze challenges related to its implementation. The aim was to bolster
marine debris collection efforts through strengthened cooperation between fishermen and local

governments within the target areas.



Target areas:

Municipalities that responded to the questionnaire in previous fiscal year's work, as well as
prefectures that utilize subsidies (Hokkaido, Aomori, lwate, Miyagi, Akita, Yamagata, Niigata,
Toyama, Chiba, Kanagawa, Ishikawa, Shizuoka, Aichi, Mie, Kyoto, Osaka, Hyogo, Wakayama,
Tottori, Shimane and Hiroshima Prefectures, Okayama, Tokushima, Kagawa, Ehime, Kochi,
Yamaguchi, Fukuoka, Kumamoto, Miyazaki, Oita, Nagasaki, and Okinawa Prefectures). If there
were multiple cases in the same prefecture, each case was included. Fishery cooperatives that
responded to the questionnaire in previous years, and those with ongoing debris collections (Fudai
Fishery Cooperative Association, Miyagi Fishery Cooperative Association, Funabashi Fishery
Cooperative Association, Yokohama Fishery Cooperative Association Shiba Branch, Yokosuka
Tobu Fishery Cooperative Association).

The “Manual Draft” was shared in the target areas of the previous year’s work (Kaga City,
Kanazawa City, Tokyo Bay, Awaji Island, Munakata City, Yatsushiro Sea, and Aoshima), and the

implementation progress was monitored through telephone and web interviews.

(3) Evaluation of the efficacy of improved methods for marine debris collection
Based on literature reviews and case studies on marine debris collection, we organized the current
situation to explore improvements in measuring the effectiveness of marine debris collection efforts,
using data from underwater cleaning initiatives and marine debris collection activities carried out by

local governments and private organizations.

(4) Review of the Manual for Marine Debris Collection in Collaboration with Fishermen and Local
Authorities

Further revision of the Manual Draft was considered according to the findings of the investigations

outlined in (1) through (3) above. The process of revising the manual included soliciting input from

experts through review meetings and consultations, as detailed in (5) below.

(5) Support the preparation of study group materials
In this project we facilitated the preparation materials for the study meetings (held 2 times) based
on the survey policies of the separately commissioned 'Comprehensive Study on the Present
Conditions of Marine Debris and Efficient Collection in FY2023' and the including the Manual Draft
outlined in (4) above.
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