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< Summary >

The Act on “Promoting the Treatment of Marine Debris Affecting the Conservation of Good
Coastal Landscapes and Environments to Protect Natural Beauty and Variety” enacted in July 2009
was revised in June 2018, stating that “national and local governments must actively promote the
disposal of floating debris that interferes with the livelihood and economic activities of local
residents”.

In addition, the cabinet reform in May 31, 2019 on the “Basic Policy on the Comprehensive and
Effective Promotion of Measures Against Articles that Drift Ashore” and the “National Action Plan
for Marine Plastic Debris” decided by the pertinent Ministerial Meeting in May 31, 2019 establish
that as a measure against marine debris and in cooperation with fishermen, the landing of benthic
debris collected during operations should be promoted.

In order to promote more effective efforts for such initiatives, in this project, collection and
organization of literature and cases, and examination of methods for measuring the effectiveness of
marine debris collection were carried out. A draft "Manual for Marine Debris Collection in
Cooperation with Fishermen and Local Governments" that can be used by local authorities,

fishermen and other local stakeholders was prepared and discussed.

(1) Summarizing literature and case studies on marine debris collection in cooperation with fishermen
Domestic and international literature on the impact of marine debris on fishing grounds, issues
involved in establishing a cooperative system between fishermen and local governments, and
methods for disseminating information on the results was obtained. In addition, interviews were
conducted with fishermen and local government officials. Key issues and good practices regarding

efforts to collect marine debris with the cooperation of fishermen were summarized.

(2) Summarizing case studies on marine debris collection in cooperation with inland local
governments
Hearings were conducted with local government officials who have experience in organizing a
local debris collection program. Information on issues in building a cooperative system between
local governments, managing such a cooperative system, and the possible cooperation with the
comprehensive support project for fisheries human resource development supported by Fisheries
Agency with an eye on regional SDGs were obtained. The obtained information was summarized to
extract key issues and good practices regarding efforts to bear the cost of collecting and processing

marine debris in cooperation with inland local governments.



(3) Summarizing literature and case studies on proper disposal of marine debris
Domestic literature and other information related to the separation, storage, transportation, and
disposal (desalination, sorting, recycling, etc.) of collected debris, as well as on appropriate disposal
was compiled. Interviews with local government officials, fishermen and others who have
experience in this field in Japan were also conducted. Key issues and good practices regarding the

proper disposal of marine debris are summarized.

(4) Examination of methods for measuring the effectiveness of marine debris recovery

Appropriate methods were examined based on the proposals submitted in the previous fiscal year.
These include technical methods for understanding the effect of reducing marine debris by the efforts
of fishermen to collect marine debris and techniques to identify their source.

Using the results of the study, surveys to collect and analyze marine debris were conducted with
the cooperation of fishermen in the coastal areas of Kaga City, Kanazawa City, Tokyo Bay, Awaji
Island, Munakata City, Yatsushiro Sea and Aoshima.

Fishermen were asked to carry the marine debris collected during normal fishing operations back
to the port and asked to fill in the required information in a field book. The collected debris were
classified and the density of debris was calculated from the measured values of weight, volume and
number of pieces with reference to the swept area.

The results of the survey were compiled and the status of marine debris was summarized to evaluate
effective countermeasures. Points for improvement to achieve more adequate survey methods were

discussed.

(5) Creation and examination of a draft marine debris collection manual through a cooperation
between fishermen and local governments

A draft manual that can be used by local authorities, fishermen and other concerned parties in the

community was prepared and reviewed. The review was conducted while listening to various

opinions given at the review meeting and hearings.

(6) Support for preparation of study group materials and conducting hearings
Necessary materials were prepared for study meetings (held twice) on the study policy and
compilation of study results, which were held by the other project. In addition, hearings and

subcommittee meetings with academics and others were also conducted.
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