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< Summary >

The Act on “Promoting the Treatment of Marine Debris Affecting the Conservation
of Good Coastal Landscapes and Environments to Protect Natural Beauty and Variety”
enacted in July 2009 was revised in June 2018, stipulating that “national and local
governments must actively promote the disposal of floating debris that interferes

with the livelihood and economic activities of local residents”

On May 31, 2019, the Cabinet Reform issued the “Basic Policy on the Comprehensive
and Effective Promotion of Measures Against Articles that Drift Ashore” and the
“National Action Plan for Marine Plastic Debris” which stipulates that in order
to tackle marine debris and in collaboration with fishermen, the collection of

benthic debris during operations should be encouraged.

To facilitate more successful implementation of such initiatives, this project
involved gathering and organizing information and research methods to evaluate the
success of marine debris collection. A draft manual, entitled “Manual for Marine
Debris Collection in Cooperation with Fishermen and Local Governments” that can be
used by local authorities, fishermen, and other local stakeholders was drafted and

discussed for its use

(1) Summarizing literature and case studies on marine debris collection in

collaboration with fishermen.

Domestic and international literature on the impact of marine debris on fishing
grounds, issues involved in establishing a cooperative system between fishermen
and local governments, and methods for disseminating information on the results
were obtained. Based on these and the last year’s results new efforts to collect
marine debris were added and updated the example list. In addition, key issues
and good practices regarding efforts to collect marine debris with the

cooperation of fishermen were summarized

(2) Developing a manual on marine debris collection in collaboration with fishermen
through interviews and questionnaires

Interviews were conducted with local government and fisheries officials in

charge of the seven designated areas (coastal sea off Kaga City, off Kanazawa

City, Tokyo Bay, off Awaji Island, off Munakata City, Yatsushiro Sea and off



Aoshima) to evaluate and examine issues associated with the application of the
draft manual.

A questionnaire was administered to officials from 23 prefectures receiving
subsidies from the Ministry of Environment, as well as to officials from
prefectures not receiving subsidies, to identify and assess issues related to the
project in each region and to identify areas for improvement regarding (3). Based

on the above, the issues of efforts in each region were analyzed

(3) Improvement of methods for measuring the effectiveness of marine debris
collection.

To evaluate the efficiency of working with fishermen to reduce marine debris

and to improve technical methods for identifying the sources of marine debris,

improving points were investigated based on the findings from (2). Furthermore,

“Classification List of Marine Debris” was revised.

(4) Working with fishermen and local authorities to create and examine a draft

manual on marine debris collection.

A draft manual for local authorities and fishermen was prepared and discussed
for use by local governments, fishermen and other concerned parties, based on the
studies described in (1) to (3) and the draft manual developed last year. The
review was conducted following the advice of the study group mentioned in (5) and

in interviews with experts and relevant government officials.

(5) Assisting the preparation of materials for study—group meeting
Preparation of materials for the study—group meeting was done throughout this

project.
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