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1This report is an English-language digest of parts of Japan's Annual Report on the Environment, 

the Sound Material-Cycle Society and Biodiversity, which was approved by the Cabinet on June 9, 2023.
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Efforts to
Realize Sustainable 
Socioeconomic 
Systems
For Japan, achieving the targets of net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
by 2050 and 46% reduction in FY 2030 (from FY 2013 levels) will not be easy. 
It is essential to view the period up to 2030 as a “critical decade” and promote 
the transition to a sustainable socioeconomic system, with decarbonization 
being one of the most important challenges. Given the numerous social 
challenges our country faces, we need to work on new avenues for sustainable 
growth by implementing integrated initiatives, such as the establishment of 
the Circular and Ecological Economy (see Chapter 2), with the aim of 
simultaneously achieving net-zero GHG emissions, circular economy, and 
nature-positive, thus ensuring a high quality of life in the future. Societal changes 
encompassing the economy, society, politics, and technology are needed to 

achieve nature-positive, halt and reverse biodiversity loss, 
and put nature on a path to recovery. Advancing toward 
circular economy will accelerate resource circulation, which 
in turn will help reduce GHG emissions throughout the 
entire product lifecycle and contribute to the realization of 
net-zero GHG emissions. �e environment, resource 
circulation, and biodiversity are intertwined, and a holistic 
approach is needed to e�ectively address the related 
challenges.
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