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JRC SCIENTIFIC AND POLICY REPORTS GUIDELINES FOR THE MONITORING
AND ASSESSMENT OF PLASTIC
Guidance on Monitoring of LITTER IN THE OCEAN
Marine Litter in European Seas

BEICBIZI(IOFSAFVI
HAEHAES AV (BRSNS

JRC, 2013 GESAMP, 2019 NPEC, 2020
Guidance on Monitoring of GUIDELINES FOR THE BEICBT3RAM7075RFVIRE
Marine Litter in European MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT HARSA>
Seas OF PLASTIC LITTER IN THE
OCEAN

Most litter indicators are not suited to use volunteers because of the need for ships, sophisticated
equipment and/or specialist knowledge.
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Guidance on Monitoring of Marine Litter in European Seas (JRC, 2013)

2.4.2.4. Use of volunteers

However, cost of monitoring can be greatly reduced by using volunteers. ...act as an early warning
system and awareness and public engagement tool essential to marine litter prevention.

...Thus more data series are generated that can also fill in gaps of the official monitoring activities.
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GUIDELINES FOR THE MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT OF PLASTIC LITTER IN THE OCEAN
(GESAMP, 2019)

3.5 The role of Citizen science

There is a growing recognition that members of the public represent a very important resource for
finding out more about the environment, in their role as citizen scientists. ...

‘Citizen science empowers citizens in exploring, measuring and experimenting with the world
around them can play a valuable role. Citizens have a major role to play in addressing the
challenges to a sustainable future. ...’
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3.5.2.6. Units (quantification) of litter

The unit in which litter is assessed on the coastline can be number, weight or volume, or a
combination of these units. Counts of items are recommended as the standard unit of litter to be

assessed on the coastline.
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GESAMP, 2019

3.3.1 Measurement units and data management

... The rationale for selecting number or mass depends on both the policy question(s) being
addressed and pragmatic concerns in producing reproducible and reliable data. [HEINIOONNMNE]
WEMEIBEEEE. ... The number of items may be important from a policy perspective if the concern is
about assessing the overall abundance of marine litter. In the case of seafood safety then numbers

of microplastics may be more useful than total mass. ... [EEHCINIEESISINOICICINCUINo
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