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Wednesday, December 3 - Friday, December 5, 2003 ‘

Greetings

To the distinguished participants in the International Symposiums on
Environmental Endocrine Disrupters,

Endocrine disrupters, also known as EDs, have become a topic of great concern
among the general public because of their adverse effects on human beings and
wildlife. With so much still to be explored scientifically, EDs constitute a key
environmental safety issue. The Ministry of the Environment of Japan is therefore
conducting environmental monitoring and hazard assessment and is engaged in
exchanges of information with other countries and international organizations by
means of international coordinating frameworks.

As a part of these activities, the Ministry has been holding International
Symposiums on Environmental Endocrine Disrupters since 1998. Past symposiums
have brought together leading scientists from around the world and their productive
discussions have been highly valued internationally.

The Symposium has three major aims, namely, to share information on the
initiatives being taken by various countries of the world in dealing with ED-related
issues; to discuss the direction of future research on EDs through international
cooperation; and to exchange wide-ranging opinions on chemicals in the environment
as an issue of both local and global significance.

In response to the results which emerged in the “Global Assessment of the State-
of-the-Science of Endocrine Disrupters” reported by WHO last year, this year's
symposium will provide sessions and lectures by overseas speakers who participated in
the preparation of this Global Assessment, with a view to clarifying future prospects
for research. An introduction to initiatives which address the issue of EDs will also be
provided from the standpoint of researchers, industry, and educators, in addition to a
panel discussion which will take up the role of politics in effectively addressing
endocrine disrupters.

This symposium represents a significant opportunity for scientists and the general
public from countries around the world to learn from and share with each other, and I
look forward to its meaningful results yet again this year. Please accept my most
sincere welcome to all who are participating.
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KOIKE Yuriko

Minister of the Environment, Japan




