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Analysis of testis-weight change in Japan
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We have already reported on the temporal changes in testis-weight during the past 50 years (1948-1998) in Japan (Mori,
C. et al., Anat. Sci. Int. 77:109, 2002). The data from 1999 to 2001 were added and whole the data were re-analyzed,
then background factors that influence the testis-weight change were considered.

According to the data analysis for 20 to 69-year-old Japanese men, not only the peak age of the testis-weight but also
the age that the testis-weight becomes lighter than 17 g after reaching at the peak tended to be younger. To know the
factors influenced to the testis-weight, the relationship between cause of death and the testis-weight was analyzed. It
was found that the testis-weight was lighter at death by disease than at sudden death. Next, a habit of drinking or
smoking was analyzed in the sudden death-subgroup. It was suggested that drinking gave almost no effect on the
testis-weight but smoking had some influence on the testis-weight, that is, testis-weight increased depending on the
amount of smoking and on age. However, the factor influenced on testis-weight was not clear. (This study has been

approved by the “Congress of Medical Bioethics” of Chiba Univ. and Medical Examiner's Office.)



