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A country-wide survey for the gastropod (Thais clavigera) imposex and organotin contamination was conducted at 164
sites along the coastal line of Japan during January 1999 and October 2001, to know their present status and temporal
trends. Imposex examination with anatomical and/or histological methods, as well as chemical analysis of organotin
(butyltin and phenyltin) concentrations in tissue of T clavigera, was done. High percentage occurrence and slightly
affected stages of imposex were extensively observed at most sites surveyed. Severely affected stages of imposex (e.g.,
sterile and/or sex changed individuals), however; were also observed at some sites near shipyards, fishing ports and
mariculture areas. Regarding the temporal trends on triphenyltin (TPhT) concentrations in tissue, continuous decrease
was observed. Various temporal trends, however, were observed for tributyltin (TBT) concentrations in tissue, decrease
at most sites, almost steady at several sites, and increase at a few sites, implying continuous use of TBT-based

antifouling paints including illegal uses of TBT.



