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In gastropods, imposex has been observed world wide. Imposex is defined as a superimposition of male sexual organs,
such as penis and vas deferens, on female gastropod and has been clarified typically due to tributyltin (TBT) and
triphenyltin (TPT). But, the detailed mechanism of imposex development is still unclear. To clarify the mechanism
developing imposex, we have screened the genes expressed sex-specifically. We collected gastropods (7hais
clavigera) at Hiraiso from February to August and measured wet tissue weights of the ganglion, penis-forming area,
digestive gland, ovary and testis. Using RNA samples of these tissues we (Dperformed RT-PC reaction and isolated
several DNA fragments expressed sex-specifically by PAGE. @The expression of the sex-specific genes was
confirmed by Northem blot analysis by using isolated DNA fragments as probes.

Exposure experiments to TBT were also performed to examine alterations of expression of sex-specific genes during

imposex-development.



