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In Utero Exposwe Assessment of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals by the Analysis of

Preserved Umbilical Cord
J. Yoshinagal), H. Imaiz), Y. Seki” and T. Matsumura®
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The Japanese has a custom to preserve umbilical cord of the newborn. We propose a retrospective, in utero exposure
assessment of endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs, PCBs & organochlorine pesdcides) by analyzing the preserved
umbilical cord for use in the case-control study on the developmental effects of EDCs. We present preliminary PCBs
and pesticide results of preserved umbilical cords to show the analytical sensitivities and quality assurance protocol. We
have also started a program to monitor the possible changes in the levels and congener composition of PCBs during the

storage period.



