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CDC Updates Blood Lead Reference Value for Children

Press Release

Embargoed Until: Thursday, October 28, 2021, 1:00 p.m. ET
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“No level of lead is safe and

yet, more than half of our nation’s
children are at risk of lead
exposure, often in their own home,”
said Health and Human Services
Secretary Xavier Becerra.

Lead in children ages 1 to 5 years: Median and 95th percentile concentrations
in blood, 1976-2016
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Data: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics
and National Center for Environmental Health, National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey

America’s Children and the Environment, Third Edition, Updated August 2019

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p1028-blood-lead.html

https://www.epa.gov/americaschildrenenvironment/ace-biomonitoring-lead#B?2
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https://www.epa.gov/americaschildrenenvironment/ace-biomonitoring-lead#B2
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“No level of lead is safe.”
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Developmental cascade early-life exposure to
neurotoxins (Bellinger DC, 20164tt)
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Silent or delayed neurotoxicity
(Bellinger DC, 2016f1ih)
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