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The Parties to this Convention,

Aware of the potentially harmful impact on human health and the
environment through modification of the ozone layer,

aooo

Mindful also of the precautionary measures for the protection of the

ozone layer which have already been taken at the national and
international levels,
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Determined to protect the ozone layer by taking precautionary

measures to control equitably total global emissions of substances that

deplete it, with the ultimate objective of their elimination on the basis
of developments in scientific knowledge, taking into account technical
and economic considerations and bearing in mind the developmental
needs of developing countries,
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Noting the precautionary measures for controlling emissions of

certain chlorofluorocarbons that have already been taken at national
and regional levels,
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ao Preamble
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doooooooooooooooooooooooooa The participants adopted the following premises as a basis for their
future work.
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will continue to apply the precautionary principle, that is to take action

to avoid potentially damaging impacts of substances that are
persistent, toxic and liable to bioaccumulate even where there is no
scientific evidence to prove a causal link between emissions and effects;

COMMON ACTION

To further protect the North Sea environment the participants decided
to adopt a comprehensive set of common actions.

oooo

INPUTS OF NUTRIENTS

In applying the precautionary principle, to co-ordinate initiatives to
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reduce nutrient inputs with the aim of achieving the goal set at the
Second Conference on the Protection of the North Sea, in particular
through implementation by the Contracting Parties to the Paris
Convention of the programme for the reduction of nutrient inputs as
established by the Paris Commission.

gooo

POLLUTION FROM SHIPS

oooo

25. To improve legal instruments and rules aimed at the minimization
of intentional pollution, agree that the application of the precautionary

principle requires the application of the Best Available Techology in
order to minimize discharges of wastes and residues, and to this end:
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7. In order to achieve sustainable development, policies must be based

on the precautionary principle. Environmental measures must

anticipate, prevent, and attack the causes of environmental
degradation. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage,
lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for

postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation.
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ooood The Contracting Parties,
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Noting also that where there is a threat of significant reduction or loss
of biological diversity, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used
as a reason for postponing measures to avoid or minimize such a
threat,
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In their actions to achieve the objective of the Convention and to
implement its provisions, the Parties shall be guided, INTER ALIA, by
the following:

oooo

3....The Parties should take precautionary measures to anticipate,

prevent or minimize the causes of climate change and mitigate its
adverse effects. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason
for postponing such measures, taking into account that policies and
measures to deal with climate change should be cost-effective so as to
ensure global benefits at the lowest possible cost. To achieve this, such
policies and measures should take into account different socio-economic
contexts, be comprehensive, cover all relevant sources, sinks and
reservoirs of greenhouse gases and adaptation, and comprise all
economic sectors. Efforts to address climate change may be carried out




gooooooooo cooperatively by interested Parties.
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In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall
be widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Where there
are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific

certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective

measures to prevent environmental degradation.
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TITLE XIX ENVIRONMENT

Article 174

oooo

2. Community policy on the environment shall aim at a high level of
protection taking into account the diversity of situations in the various
regions of the Community. It shall be based on the precautionary
principle and on the principles that preventive action should be taken,
that environmental damage should as a priority be rectified at source
and that the polluter should pay.
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CONSIDERING that the present Oslo and Paris Conventions do not
adequately control some of the many sources of pollution, and that it is
therefore justifiable to replace them with the present Convention,
which addresses all sources of pollution of the marine environment and
the adverse effects of human activities upon it, takes into account the
precautionary principle and strengthens regional cooperation;
gooon

ARTICLE 2 GENERAL OBLIGATIONS
oooo
2. The Contracting Parties shall apply:
Oa.0 the precautionary principle, by virtue of which preventive

measures are to be taken when there are reasonable grounds for
concern that substances or energy introduced, directly or indirectly, into
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the marine environment may bring about hazards to human health,
harm living resources and marine ecosystems, damage amenities or
interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea, even when there is no
conclusive evidence of a causal relationship between the inputs and the
effects;
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Article 14 Information exchange
oooo
3.  The following information shall not be regarded as confidential
for the purposes of this Convention:
aogoo
(d) Information on precautionary measures, including hazard

classification, the nature of the risk and the relevant safety advice; and
goooo

AnnexV  INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR EXPORT
NOTIFICATION
1. Export notifications shall contain the following information:
gooo

(e) Information on precautionary measures to reduce exposure to,

and emission of, the chemical;
ooooo
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THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THIS PROTOCOL,STRESSING
the need to protect the marine environment and to promote the
sustainable use and conservation of marine resources,

NOTING in this regard the achievements within the framework of the
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of
Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 and especially the evolution towards
approaches based on precaution and prevention,

ooood

ARTICLE 3 GENERAL OBLIGATIONS 1
In implementing this Protocol, Contracting Parties shall apply a
precautionary approach to environmental protection from dumping of

wastes or other matter whereby appropriate preventative measures
are taken when there is reason to believe that wastes or other matter
introduced into the marine environment are likely to cause harm even
when there 1s no conclusive evidence to prove a causal relation between




inputs and their effects.
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While we realize that human activities may involve hazards, people
must proceed more carefully than has been the case in recent history.
organizations, communities,

Corporations, government entities,

scientists and other individuals must adopt a precautionary approach

to all human endeavors.

Therefore, it is necessary to implement the Precautionary Principle:
When an activity raises threats of harm to human health or the

environment, precautionary measures should be taken even if some

cause and effect relationships are not fully established scientifically.

In this context the proponent of an activity, rather than the public,
should bear the burden of proof.

The process of applying the Precautionary Principle must be open,
informed and democratic and must include potentially affected parties.
It must also involve an examination of the full range of alternatives,
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The Parties to this Protocol,
oooo
Reaffirming the precautionary approach contained in Principle 15 of

the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
ooooo

Article 1 OBJECTIVE
In accordance with the precautionary approach contained in Principle

15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the
objective of this Protocol is to contribute to ensuring an adequate level
of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living
modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may
have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health,
and specifically focusing on transboundary movements.
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Article 10 DECISION PROCEDURE

oood

6. Lack of scientific certainty due to insufficient relevant scientific
information and knowledge regarding the extent of the potential
adverse effects of a living modified organism on the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity in the Party of import, taking
also into account risks to human health, shall not prevent that Party
from taking a decision, as appropriate, with regard to the import of the
living modified organism in question as referred to in paragraph 3
above, in order to avoid or minimize such potential adverse effects.
agoooao

Article 11 PROCEDURE FOR LIVING MODIFIED ORGANISMS
INTENDED FOR DIRECT USE AS FOOD OR FEED, OR FOR
PROCESSING

aood

8. Lack of scientific certainty due to insufficient relevant scientific
information and knowledge regarding the extent of the potential
adverse effects of a living modified organism on the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity in the Party of import, taking
also into account risks to human health, shall not prevent that Party
from taking a decision, as appropriate, with regard to the import of
that living modified organism intended for direct use as food or feed, or
for processing, in order to avoid or minimize such potential adverse
effects.
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Mindful of the precautionary approach as set forth in Principle 15 of
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the objective of

this Convention is to protect human health and the environment from
persistent organic pollutants.

The Parties to this Convention,

aoon

Acknowledging that precaution underlies the concerns of all the Parties
and is embedded within this Convention,

gooon

Article 8 Listing of chemicals in Annexes A, B and C
aooo




7 D00 EQODOODOOODOOODOO0ODOOOOO0O0OOOOOO0On

googoo
() ubbgdabobooobodabbobbbooobuabboan
goboobbooboobbooboobboobuoobbooo
gooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
goboobbooobboobooobooboobouooboboon
gobugbboobuoabbooobooobboobuobboon
gbobgoboboobooboooooboboboboboboobgo
0000 FODOOOOOODOOOOO0ODOO0OOO00DOOOOOO
goboogbobooboobboobooobboobouoobooboon
gobooboogobobooboaboooon

oogo

9 gbhobooobobooobdbobde DOODbOODOODOOOO
7200 80000000000000000000000000000
oooOoooooooocooooooooooooooooooooo
gboobooboboboooboboooboboboboboboobo
goooboboooboobboobobbooboobboooobboon
oooocCooooooooooooooooooooooooooono
googoogoogd

000 C Dooooooo

ggoo

Uil 00odoooooooodoooooUoOoooOoOoOoOoOooboo
gobgd

gogo

7. If, on the basis of the risk profile conducted in accordance with
Annex E, the Committee decides:
@

environmental transport to lead to significant adverse human

That the chemical is likely as a result of its long-range

health and/or environmental effects such that global action is
warranted, the proposal shall proceed. Lack of full scientific_
certainty shall not prevent the proposal from proceeding. The
Committee shall, through the Secretariat, invite information
from all Parties and observers relating to the considerations
specified in Annex F. It shall then prepare a risk management
evaluation that includes an analysis of possible control measures
for the chemical in accordance with that Annex;
oooo
9. The Committee shall, based on the risk profile referred to in
paragraph 6 and the risk management evaluation referred to in
paragraph 7 (a) or paragraph 8, recommend whether the chemical
should be considered by the Conference of the Parties for listing in
Annexes A, B and/or C. The Conference of the Parties, taking due
account of the recommendations of the Committee, including any
scientific uncertainty, shall decide, in a precautionary manner, whether
to list the chemical, and specify its related control measures, in
Annexes A, B and/or C.

Annex C UNINTENTIONAL PRODUCTION

oooo

Part V: General guidance on best available techniques and best
environmental practices

oooo

B. Best available techniques
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The concept of best available techniques is not aimed at the
prescription of any specific technique or technology, but at taking into
account the technical characteristics of the installation concerned, its
geographical location and the local environmental conditions.
Appropriate control techniques to reduce releases of the chemicals
listed in Part I are in general the same. In determining best available
techniques, special consideration should be given, generally or in
specific cases, to the following factors, bearing in mind the likely costs

oooon and benefits of a measure and consideration of precaution and
prevention:
gogg
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III. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production
oooo

23. Renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound
management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous
wastes for sustainable development as well as for the protection of
human health and the environment, inter alia, aiming to achieve, by
2020, that chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the
minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the
environment, using transparent science-based risk assessment
procedures and science-based risk management procedures, taking into
account the precautionary approach, as set out in principle 15 of the Rio

Declaration on Environment and Development, and support
developing countries in strengthening their capacity for the sound
management of chemicals and hazardous wastes by providing
technical and financial assistance. This would include actions at all
levels to:

gooon
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X. Means of implementation
ooog
109.

inter alia, improved collaboration between natural and social scientists,

Improve policy and decision-making at all levels through,

and between scientists and policy makers, including through urgent
actions at all levels to:
ooog

(f) Promote and improve science-based decision-making and reaffirm
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the precautionary approach as set out in principle 15 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development, which states:
"In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall

be widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Where there
are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific
certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective
measures to prevent environmental degradation.”
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SECTION 5 ENVIRONMENT

Article IT1-129 (ex Article 174 TEC)

oooo

2. Union policy on the environment shall aim at a high level of
protection taking into account the diversity of situations in the various
regions of the Union. It shall be based on the precautionary principle

and on the principles that preventive action should be taken, that
environmental damage should as a priority be rectified at source and
that the polluter should pay.
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