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[Abstract]

Key Words: Risk Perception, Climate Change, East Japan Great Earthquake, Energy Choice

The Value systems of Japanese general public has been said to have changed after the
3.11 Earthquakes, tsunamis and the accidents of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plants. Our
project aims to confirm this change by several methods of social survey and investigate the way
for constructing sustainable society.

The first part is monthly public opinion survey which asks two questionnaires every
month, “the most important issues in Japan” and “the most important issues in the world.” The
results show that Japanese public still keeps high concern for the environmental issues including
climate change even after the 3.11 disaster, while the highest concern remains issues related to
the 3.11 disaster and worsened Japanese economies.

The second part is the large scale public opinion survey about the Japanese values and
lifestyles, which includes climate change, disaster, and our energy choice. Japanese publics are
highly aware of climate change, as people face several times a year at unusual weather such as
larger and off-season typhoons, stronger rainfall, extremely hot summer, and warmer winter
season recently. More than 90 % of our respondents answered “Yes” for questions of whether
climate change is occurred or not. People are afraid of future health effects caused by exposure
of extra radiation from Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, and from statistical analysis,
scientific knowledge only cannot solve this fear. Also, people admits benefits of nuclear power
generation, but still afraid of risks of using them. We still have more rooms for discussing our
energy choice considering risks of climate change, risks of nuclear power generation accidents.
The samples of both first and second of surveys are drawn randomly in statistical methods from
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the national adults’ populations of Japanese public.

The third part of our project is the focus group interviews. This methodology has the
advantages for extracting people’s deep inside ideas, thoughts, fears and anxiety. We thought
this methodology is suitable for investigating fears and anxiety for the health effects by radiation
exposure. We invited six to seven people at a time for discussing topics such as climate change
and energy choice, health effects from exposure of radiation. We had those discussions six
groups in total. We found that higher knowledge of radiation cannot always solve the fears of
people’s anxiety of health effects from radiation. Rather, people who have higher knowledge are
higher fear than others, that is the reason why those people collected information.
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