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Abstract

Fiscal Year 2015 Environmental Economics and Policy Studies
Studies Regarding Rebirth of Environmentally Contaminated Area through Integrated Improvement of
Environment, Economy and Society

Minamata city in Kumamoto Prefecture is a place where industrial effluents resulted in a
pollution-related illness (Minamata disease) and the people of the area were directly and indirectly affected by
the disease for many years. 2016 marks the 60th year of the official acknowledgement of the Minamata
disease in 1956 and its impact is visible even today. This study is aimed at creating a sustainable economic
model for supporting the community to enhance the citizen’s health, preserve the environment and utilize the
natural capital taking into account the current situation of Minamata city.

In fisical year 2016, we have done five main activities.

First, a public opinion survey has been done to clarify the current situation of Minamata city. We
distributed questionnaires to about 11,000 families, with a response rate of and 40%. The survey was
designed to investigate Social Capital and Inclusive Wealth. At the result, we suspect that
MOYAINAOSHI was the good policy, even though many people paid little attention to it. Detailed
analysis will be done in next fiscal year.

Second, we discovered good things in Minamata city to help change the image of Minamata city.
Minamata city has a negative image even today. Thus, the change of image is a very important issue.
Without this, both industrial and agricultural products cannot be on the market at a good price.  As the result
of discovering, we have suspected Minamata city succeeded in reducing the number of low birth weight
infants based on the good political activities. By distributing this “Minamata method”, the image of
Minamata city can be changed. In this research, we started to collaborate with towns and cities outside of
Minamata city to improve the image of Minamata city.

Third, human resource development activities have been done. Keio University and ASEAN
universities collaborated with Minamata High-School to study the situation of Minamata city, Japan and
ASEAN countries from the point of view of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Minamata
High-School selected three goals of SDGs, 2, 3 and 6, to investigate. Through this activity, students,
including university students, studied the current world situation and how to solve the problem. In addition,
Keio University and Minamata High-School students are working in Minamata-environmental digital art
project. In this project, several environmental sensors will be installed in Minamata city to collect
environmental data. ' Then, the data will be displayed as art. Through this activity, students are assumed to
learn how to use sensor and digital equipments.

Fourth, a bio-mass power plant was investigated. Bio-mass is one type of zero-carbon power
plant. If this can be deployed in Minamata city, it will be good symbol of the environmental capital
(Minamata city). In addition, bio-mass power plant helps to manage forests.



Fifth, economic survey has been done on-line. ' The data will be used to compare with the data of
Minamata city. At the result of the survey, we found that many people participant in environmental
activities, however, only a small number of people do that for the environment. A large number of people

do that because it has become common practice.

In this research, we now focused on following points. 1) change the negative image of Minamata
city, 2) developing values of human resource and natural resources, and 3) evaluate them. In the next fiscal

year, we will conclude these points.
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