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SUMMARY

Report on Effective Capture Techniques for Sika Deer
at Oze National Park
2014

The National Park which consisted of the rich natural biodiversity and the environment is
an important habitat for various wild animals. However, at Oze National Park, the habitat size
expansion of Sika Deer (Cervus Nippon) (hereinafter referred to deer) has been obvious by the
effects of lesser hunting pressure and habitat enlargement in recent years. And their trampling and
browsing pressure have been damaging the valuable wetland vegetation. At Ministry of the
Environment, habitat researches by installing GPS collar on deer has been conducted to collect the
data of their seasonal traveling routes around Ozegahara Marsh. And practical culling on their
traveling routes was attempted. However visible number change has not been observed from the
result on light-census monitoring and the vegetation damage has been still highly concerned.

In 2013 from August through October the total number of captured deer by foot snare was
5 and firearm was 19. This year, 2014 deer control was conducted in earlier season; from May to
July when the wetland vegetation would be climax and obviously damaged by deer; especially
species on Asian skunk cabbage (Lysichiton camtschatcense) and Daylily (Hemerocallis
middendorffii var. esculenta). The efficiency of capture and how the capturing pressure prevented
deer away from the wetland had monitored. As a result, about 30 foot snares set from May 28™ to
July 61, 2014 ended with total 14 deer (including 6 males and 8 females) around Ozegahara Marsh.
The CPUE was 0.0139 and it was higher than 2013, CPUE=0.0021. Free-ranging with firearms
discharged by 1 or 2 people, conducted during weekdays from June 2™ to July 4, 2014, captured
total 21 deer (including 9 males and 12 females). The CPUE was 0.525 which did not have much
difference compared to 2013, CPUE=0.5. But the captured female ratio was 12 out of 21 this year
unless 2013 was 2 out of 19. Also the capturing situation was focused on deer coming out to open
wetland out of forest since it observed typically during the season. To observe deer appearances
before and after those captures, 29 digital scouting cameras were set around Ozegahara Marsh. There
were some areas showed negative frequencies after capturing pressures were given; at one from
Takinosawa to Sensui-ike area and Keiduru-sawa to Shimo-Yosaku-sawa area. Also 10 nights of
light-census data conducted in an area from Yamano-hana to Miharashi from May 27t to October 8™
2014 showed the similar negative deer appearances after the capturing pressures were given.

In conclusion, these results would suggest that the season between May and July with foot
snare and free-ranging with firearm could derive efficient capture on both male and female in

Ozegahara wetland and those capturing pressures could prevent deer activities away from the area.
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