What is National Parks of Japan?

National parks of Japan are landscape areas of national
importance. They have been designhated as "areas of the

greatest natural scenic beauty," by the Minister of the

Environment under the Natural Parks Law. The Law pro-
vides the legal basis for three types of natural parks: National
Parks, Quasi-National Parks, and Prefectural Natural Parks.
Currently 34 areas have been designated as National parks,
57 as Quasi-National Parks, and more than 300 as
Prefectural Natural Parks. The 34 National Parks cover
about 2.19 million ha, which is about 5.8 percent of the total
land area of Japan. National Parks receive about three
hundred million visitors annually.
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