
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 







 

 

Summary of research on the issue of alien species in fiscal year 2014 
 

In recent years, anthropogenically introduced alien species have been posing a 
serious threat to biodiversity in Japan. It was in this context that the Invasive Alien 
Species Act came into force in June 2005, aiming at preventing these species’ adverse 
impact on ecosystems through appropriate management and control. Based on this act, 
import control, appropriate management, and field prevention have been performed for 
invasive alien species that have damaged or may damage ecosystems. Furthermore, the 
Act for Partial Revision of the Invasive Alien Species Act was promulgated in June 
2013 and came into force in June 2014. In this project, we conducted the following 
activities to promote scientific and effective management of alien species. 
 
1. Collecting information on the actual introduction conditions of alien species: 

We provided assistance in identifying 42 suspected invasive alien species in 
response to inquiries from competent authorities. In addition, we have conducted 
monitoring surveys at four designated airports, 16 seaports, and a beachfront park 
(Kaihin Koen), where many goods from abroad are distributed with high risk of 
unintentional introduction and establishment of invasive alien species. Of the five 
seaports (Tokyo, Yokohama, Mikawa, Osaka, and Kobe) and Suma Kaihin Koen in 
Kobe city where the establishment of the Argentine ant (Linepithema humile) had been 
reported, we confirmed its inhabitation at all except the Port of Yokohama. 

Regarding imported living organisms, which are required to arrive with a certificate 
attached, we summarized 2,131 certificates collected at customs and analyzed import 
trends.  
 
2. Examination of future measures against invasive alien species 

To develop an Invasive Alien Species Control Action Plan (tentative, hereinafter 
referred to as the Action Plan) and an Invasive Alien Species List (tentative, hereinafter 
referred to as the List), we held a meeting of the Conference for the Development of 
Invasive Alien Species Control Action Plan and two meetings of the Conference for the 
Development of Invasive Alien Species List for the Achievement of Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets in this fiscal year, the same as in the previous fiscal year. To develop the List, 
we established a working group for plant species, as it was considered necessary to 
examine them according to their taxonomical groups. We held a meeting of the plant 
working group. We also summarized the opinions collected at the public comment, 
which had been performed during creating the Action Plan and the List, and prepared a 
corresponding draft. 

Regarding 30 industrially-managed alien species registered in the List, we 



 

 

summarized information about their invasion abilities, use, and countermeasures and 
created reference documents (individual data). We also provided assistance in creating 
brochures and leaflets used for diffusion of and enlightenment about the Action Plan 
and the List. 

To examine measures against unintentionally introduced invasive alien species, we 
performed literature research on the current status of species that had been introduced 
into Japan unintentionally, either attached to or mixed with imported goods; we 
conducted a germination test of seeds mixed with imported goods that had been 
obtained in the research project in fiscal year 2013; and we summarized the results. 

To examine future measures against the red-eared slider (Trachemys scipta), we 
held an opinion exchange meeting consisting of experts. We determined to examine 
guidelines for the bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) to be used for agriculture. 

We also collected and summarized foreign and domestic cases and legal systems 
regarding the chemical control of alien species.  
 
3. Examination of additional adoption of invasive alien species 

Regarding the Asian black hornet (Vespa velutina), which had been confirmed to 
newly invade Japan in recent years, we collected and summarized information about its 
ecological characteristics, the details of its invasion, its distribution and expansion, and 
its potential damage. We held a meeting consisting of experts and adopted the Asian 
black hornet as an organism to be designated as an invasive alien species. 

 
4. Update of existing data on alien species 

To the Alien Species Identification Manual published on the website of the Ministry 
of the Environment, we added eight species (Herpestes auropunctatus, Callosciurus 
finlaysonii, Macaca cyclopis × M. fucata, M mulatta × M. fucata, Morone chrysops × M. 
chrysops, Branta Canadensis, Ludwigia grandiflora, and Spartina spp.), which had 
been designated as invasive alien species since fiscal year 2012, and V. velutina, which 
was designated as an invasive alien species in fiscal year 2014. We also amended the 
manual for species that had been already designated, if information on these had 
changed. 

Similarly, we updated the existing Alien Species Database that had been built for 
the staff of related administrative bodies, such as plant quarantines and customs, for the 
above-mentioned nine species. We also carefully examined and summarized the latest 
scientific names and synonyms in taxonomy. 
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