
 









Summary of research on the issue of alien species in fiscal year 2013

In recent years, anthropogenically introduced alien species have been posing a 
serious threat to biodiversity in Japan. It was in this context that the Invasive Alien 
Species Act came into force in June 2005, aiming at preventing these species’ adverse 
impact on ecosystems through their appropriate management and control. Furthermore, 
the Act for Partial Revision of the Invasive Alien Species Act was promulgated in June 
2013, and detailed discussion has followed regarding the enactment of the Act. In this 
project, we conducted the following activities to promote scientific and effective 
management of alien species. 

1. Collecting information on the actual introduction conditions of alien species:
We provided assistance in identifying 40 suspected invasive alien species in 

response to inquiries from the competent authorities. In addition, we have conducted 
monitoring surveys at three designated airports, 16 seaports and a beachfront park 
(Kaihin Koen) where many goods from abroad are distributed, with high risk of 
unintentional introduction and establishment of invasive alien species. 

The survey result confirmed the occurrence or expanded distribution of the 
Argentine ant (Linepithema humile) at Suma Kaihin Koen in Kobe city, in addition to 
five seaports where it was already known to be established: namely, the ports of Tokyo, 
Yokohama, Mikawa, Osaka, and Kobe. The Argentine ant was also newly confirmed to 
live in Kamome-cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama City, located approximately 3.6 km from 
Honmoku Pier, which is known as the original invasion point of the Argentine ant in the 
Port of Yokohama. We closely investigated places where the Argentine ant had been 
newly confirmed to live. 

Based on information that the red-back spider (Latrodectus hasselti ) had been 
confirmed in Chiba Prefecture, we performed a monitoring survey centering on the 
reported place of invasion, but its presence could not be confirmed. We also investigated 
the overwintering stage of the red-back spider at the place of invasion, but no 
overwintering individual, cobweb, or ootheca was confirmed to exist. 

We collected documents regarding distributions of 26 typical invasive alien species; 
summarized the results of questionnaire surveys sent to organizations that had listed 
the 26 species regarding prevention of breeding and extermination; and examined the 
actual status of alien species control in each area where the species were known to exist. 

Regarding imported living organisms, which are required to arrive with a 
certificate attached, we summarized 2,651 certificates collected at customs and 
analyzed import trends. 

2. Examination of future measures against invasive alien species
To develop an Invasive Alien Species Control Action Plan (tentative) and Invasive 

Alien Species List (also tentative), we held two meetings of the Conference for the 
Development of Invasive Alien Species Control Action Plan and two meetings of the 
Conference for the Development of Invasive Alien Species List for the Achievement of 



Aichi Biodiversity Targets in this fiscal year, the same as in the previous fiscal year. To 
develop the Invasive Alien Species List, we established separate working groups for 
plant and fish species, as it was considered necessary to examine them according to 
their taxonomical groups. We held two meetings of the plant working group and a 
meeting of the fish working group and summarized the results. 

To examine measures against unintentionally introduced invasive alien species, we 
collected information and performed sample surveys and hearing surveys on the current 
status of species that had been introduced into Japan unintentionally, either attached to 
or mixed with imported goods, and we summarized the results. We also examined the 
current status of the bumblebee (Bombus terrestris ) in order to establish guidelines for 
the bee to be used for agriculture. Based on the examination results, we held a meeting 
for experts to exchange opinions about a draft for guidelines that will be established in 
the future. 

3. Examination of the revision of the Invasive Alien Species Act
Under the revised Invasive Alien Species Act, actions such as destruction and 

disinfection will be newly regulated for cases in which invasive alien species are 
attached to or mixed into imported goods, and the disinfection standards will be 
determined in the form of the ordinance or notification of the competent ministry. 
Toward this end, we collected and summarized related information, performed drug 
efficacy tests, and prepared a draft of the disinfection standards. 

The revised Act also declares that organisms derived from cross-breeding between 
invasive alien species can themselves be designated as invasive alien species. Therefore, 
we collected and summarized information about prospective organisms to be designated 
as invasive alien species, centering on those derived from cross-breeding and those that 
had newly invaded Japan and for which urgent measures must be taken. Subsequently, 
we held four meetings of experts and selected which organisms to designate as invasive 
alien species. 

4. Review of alien species control manuals
Based on the results obtained by verifying the model project of alien species control 

in fiscal year 2012, we reviewed control manuals for the large-mouth bass (Micropterus 
salmoides), raccoon (Procyon lotor), and common snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentine). 
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