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Summary of the research project on the issue of invasive alien species in fiscal year 2010

In recent years, anthropogenically—introduced invasive alien species have been posing
a serious threat to the viability of biodiversity in Japan. It was in this context that
the Invasive Alien Species Act came into force, aiming at preventing adverse effects on
ecosystems caused by Invasive Alien Species (IAS) through their appropriate management,
and control measures against established IAS. Five years have passed since the enforcement
of the Act in June 2005. We conducted following activities in order to contribute to

promoting scientific and effective management of invasive alien species under the IAS Act

1. Collecting information on the actual introduction conditions of alien species:

We provided assistance in identifying 29 suspected invasive alien species in response
to inquiries made by the competent authorities. In addition, we have conducted monitoring
surveys at four designated airports and 11 seaports where many goods from abroad are
distributed with high possibility of unintended introduction and the establishment of
invasive alien species. The result confirmed new establishment of Argentine ant
(Linepithema humile) at the port of Tokyo as well as expansion of its distribution at
two seaports of Kobe and Osaka. At the port of Tokyo, where the establishment of Argentine
ant was newly confirmed, we provided relevant officials at the site with advice and
necessary information for the control of the ant. Furthermore, we organized 2, 711 species
name certificates collected at the customs during fiscal 2010 and analyzed import trend
of invasive alien species requiring a species name certificate, based on 2,015 of that

2,711 certificates collected by the end of the third quarter of fiscal 2010.

2. Information gathering on alien species:

Notifications of import were made for three species of anoles (reptile) designated as
uncategorized alien species. In order to facilitate the examination whether or not these
three species should be designated as IAS, we aggregated scientific findings and knowledge
on adverse effect on ecosystems caused by those alien species through collecting existing

literature—based information and through interviewing experts

3. Review and assessment of the execution status of the Invasive Alien Species Act:

We organized four review meetings of experts to have their advice on reviewing the
execution status of the IAS Act, and compiled their views and opinions shown during the
meetings. Furthermore, we have also conducted interviews with other experts and collected
necessary information for the review. Building on these, we evaluated and assessed the

execution status of the Act and identified achievements and challenges
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