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Summary of the research project on the issue of alien species in fiscal year 2012

In recent years, anthropogenically-introduced alien species have been posing a serious threat to
biodiversity in Japan. It was in this context that the Invasive Alien Species Act came into force in June
2005, aiming at preventing their adverse impact on ecosystems through their appropriate management and
control against already established Invasive Alien Species (IAS). Import regulation, appropriate
management, control measures in the field and other efforts have been made from then on. Since 2010, a
fifth year after the Act came into force, a review of its enforcement status has been conducted. In this
project, we conducted the following activities in order to contribute to promoting scientific and effective
management of alien species.

1. Collecting information on the actual introduction conditions of alien species:

We provided assistance in identifying 50 suspected IAS in response to inquiries from the competent
authorities. In addition, we have conducted monitoring surveys at four designated airports, 16 seaports
and a beachfront park (Kaihin Koen) where many goods from abroad are distributed with high risk of
unintentional introduction and the establishment of IAS. The survey result confirmed the occurrence or
distribution expansion of Argentine ant (Linepithema humile) at Suma Kaihin Koen in Kobe city where
the species’s presence had been previously reported, in addtiton to three seaports already known for its
establishment there, namely, the port of Tokyo, Yokohama and Kobe.

We also conducted a survey on the occurrence of the following species whose establishment and
distribution in Japan had been confirmed recently:
- Spartina alterniflora and other species of genus Spartina that are closely related to an IAS of

S.anglica

- Argentine ant in Konohana Ward of Osaka City, Fushimi Ward of Kyoto City, and Shimizu Ward of
Shizuoka City. Its establishment in Shimizu Ward was confirmed for the first time through our
survey this year.

Furthermore, we analyzed import trend of invasive alien species which require species name
certificate to import, using 2,638 species name certificates collected at the customs.

2. Information gathering and material development on alien species:
We collected necessary information and prepared draft document for the consideration at four mettings
of 1AS Control Sub-committee of Wildlife Committee under the Central Environment Council.
In addition, we carried out a hearing survey with Prof. Dr. Hiroji Isozaki, an expert of international
environment law, as a part of our study on overseas legislation for the control of alien species

3. Examination of future measures against invasive alien species:
We held a number of meetings for the following purposes and compiled their result;
1) Development of “Invasive Aline Species Control Action Plan (tentative)”;
2) Development of “Invasive Alien Species List (tentative)”;
3) Review and compilation of model projects of alien species control.

As for 1) and 2) above, six meetings were held namely, two meetings of “Conference for the
Development of Invasive Alien Species Control Action Plan”, another two meetings of “Conference for
the Development of Invasive Alien Species List for the Achievement of Aichi Biodiversity Targets”for
all taxa, and additional two meetings of “Plant Working Group of the Conference for the Development of
Invasive Alien Species List for the Achievement of Aichi Biodiversity Targets” focusing on plant species



which required separate consideration due to the large number of plant species to consider for the
development of the said list.

Regarding 3), four meetings were held namely, a“Review Meeting of the Model Program for the
Control of Large Mouth Bass (Micropterus salmoides) and a“Review Meeting of the Model Program for
the Control of Racoon”, a “Hearing Meeting of the Model Program for the Control of Snapping Turtle
(Chelydra serpentina)” and a “Hearing Meeting of the Model Program for the Control of Argentine Ant.”


http://ejje.weblio.jp/content/large+mouth+bass
http://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Micropterus+salmoides

