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1

Our modern lifestyles and economic and social systems have been 
established on the foundation of a stable, rich environment. 
However, the expansion of human activities has placed a great 
burden on the global environment and has led to global 
environmental crises in a variety of forms, such as the problem of 
climate change, marine plastic pollution, and loss of biodiversity.

This booklet is a re-edited English-language digest based on Japan’s Annual Report on the Environment, 

the Sound Material-Cycle Society, and Biodiversity, which was approved by the cabinet on June 12, 2020.
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