A truly enriched society utilizing the natural ecosystems

Roadmap for establishing an enriched society in harmony with nature

The National Biodiversity Strategy of Japan
2012-2020 was approved by the Cabinet on
September 28, 2012. This National Biodiversity
Strategy set out Japan’s roadmap for the
achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
adopted at CBD COP 10 - the 10th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity. Simultaneously the roadmap was
also set out to aim for signifying a new paradigm of
Living in Harmony with Nature in light of the
experience through the Great East Japan
Earthquake that taught us there are two opposite
sides of nature: a provider of nature’s benefits and a
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formidable threat.

The National Biodiversity Strategy focuses on the
benefits of nature (ecosystem services) to explain the
importance of biodiversity through the connection
between ecosystem services and people’s lives.

The National Biodiversity Strategy consists of three
parts. The first part includes five basic strategies for
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
The second part sets out Japan’s main action goals
to attain the national targets relevant to the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets, and describes indicators for
assessing the levels of achievement. The third part
covers specific policies and numerical targets.

Japan’s National Targets for the Achievement of the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets
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Socio-ecological spheres connecting cities and rural areas through ecosystem services

In the National Biodiversity Strategy, a
“socio-ecological sphere” is described as a new
conceptual structure of a society that cities and rural
areas support each other and the people and the
regions are linked by their supply and demand
relationships for ecosystem services. This is based on
collaboration and interaction among the various
actors within the sphere and between spheres.

Until now, cities in Japan have been able to benefit
from ecosystem services provided by rural producing
areas with nothing in return. We have to reconsider
such relationships and develop mutually supporting
relationships such that those regions having been
receiving ecosystem services should provide fund,
human resource and relevant information for the
conservation and management of the providers’
ecosystems.

One practical initiative that demonstrates this
approach can be seen in Sado Island in Niigata
prefecture where people aim to coexist with Crested
Ibises. They have introduced natural farming methods
to cultivate certified rice that foster living creatures.
Now, consumers are willing to pay for the certified rice
named Toki-to-kurasu-sato (Home Land in accord
with Crested Ibis) at a higher cost than normal ones.
The difference in price is fed back to the farmers who
support the Crested Ibis habitats with natural fariming,

Biodiversity to the mainstream

“Mainstreaming Biodiversity” means integrating the
importance of conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity into society with a variety of actors such
as national and local governments, business sectors,
NPOs and NGOs, and people’s considerations for
biodiversity are reflected to their actions to be taken.
In Japan, a national committee for the United Nations
Decade on Biodiversity (UNDB-J) has been
established, and a variety of actors across Japan are
now taking part in it. UNDB-J is conducting a number
of efforts in collaboration with various actors, such as
certifying inter-sectoral projects and implementing PR
and educational activities towards mainstreaming
biodiversity including “MY Action Declaration” which
encourages people to commit their own self-chosen
action(s) for conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity.

and those farmers also receive the difference as
subsidies from the local government.
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Source: Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES)
http://www.biodic.go.jp/biodiversity/shiraberu/policy/pes/en/index.html

MY Action Declaration - Commitments of 5 actions
for biodiversity

- I';: . Japan Committes
Tima® for UNDB

T

ik Wil il Bd 00 PR Tall "0 WSO SN0 BEY ATNES B v

| @A) Eat i anjoy iccamy prodecesd Tood in sesson

- Pl | enermne et st el feal 8 wah 3y s

“~ g mrgerying koo, e o and fu btamcal ganten, te
. Communecate | express sy fesbngs hor sauty i rahues

3 W with pheon, paintings. wrsegs, st

4 Iy o e sl e oo vy ey b st

I Conmaciionn Among salisrs. people and Cullires
= i ]
O S 1 hoorn prven pradusis wher | by things

Source: CEPA JAPAN



In the business sector, there have been numerous
approaches taken in establishing inter-sectoral
partnerships and installing certification systems for
biodiversity-conscious products.

In the local public sector, local governments are
generating regional biodiversity strategies as local
versions of the National Biodiversity Strategy. Also,
they are establishing councils with neighboring local
governments in order for plan-making to secure the
bioregional links among forests, rural villages, rivers
and the sea. In addition, they are promoting plans for
revitalization of local economy through cooperation
with tourism sector, etc.

To make the importance of biodiversity and
ecosystem services clearer to the nation, Japan is
attempting to estimate the economic values of them.
In 2012, we conducted a survey on how much
people would be willing to pay both for designating
Amami Islands into a national park and nationwide

measures to prevent feeding damage by deer. The
results showed the total amount of the willingness
went to about JPY 170 billion per year respectively.

Examples of certification system marks
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FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
Source: FSC (R) Japan
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RSPO (Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil)
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Marine Eco-Label (MEL Japan)
Source: Marine Eco-Label Japan

Japan Biodiversity Fund and Nagoya Protocol Implementation Fund

To facilitate international efforts towards achievement
of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, Japan established
the Japan Biodiversity Fund to support capacity
building in developing countries, and contributed a
total of 5 billion yen to this fund in FY 2010 and FY
2011.

This fund is used to hold regional capacity building
workshops around the world to support developing
countries in formulating and revising their national
biodiversity strategies and action plans (NBSAPs). It
also supports scientific and technical activities for
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSA)
identification at regional scale and regional
workshops on incorporating the value of biodiversity
and ecosystem services into NBSAPs. In addition,
the fund supports developing countries in initiatives
related to the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity,
business & biodiversity, poverty reduction &

Workshops organised by the Japan Biodiversity Fund

v

development, and provides funding for the
Community Development and Knowledge
Management for the Satoyama Initiative
(COMDEKS), which is a joint project with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

The Nagoya Protocol Implementation Fund was
established to facilitate the early entry into force and
implementation of the Protocol, with Japan
contributing 1 billion yen in 2011. The fund supports
the development of domestic ABS (access and
benefit-sharing) frameworks for access to genetic
resources and sharing of the benefits arising from
their utilization, transfer of technology for
conservation and sustainable use of genetic
resources, private sector engagement, and enabling
activities for ratification of the Nagoya Protocol. It
has currently approved four projects.
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