Section 3 The New Germ Showing the First Signs of Growing at the Sight of 100 Years from Now

Conclusion

With the objective of forming a sustainable society, it
is important for various entities to collaborate and to
exercise their ingenuity in a variety of ways. Measures
to be approached should not be limited to environmental
measures, but also should be pursued to integrate
economic and social values together.

By continuing the steadily approaches to improve the
environment, the quality of our lives will be enhanced,
while a complete sound climate and eco system will be
maintained, leading to a lean society. In order to
realize this, we should recognize again that the earth is
dependent on limited systems, and should build up the
human economy that permanently exists in the earth’s
huge material circulation, energy flow and the sound eco
system.

The principles of economic activities are to properly
distribute resources and products, etc., to the
individuals who require them. These activities are
exactly what will provide additional values for all, and
will work out while co-existing with the environment.
That is to say, our economic activities should be
proactively maintained even under strict environmental
limitations. On the other hand, although we have
recognized that the earth is dependent on limited
systems, we have been burdening the environment
through our economic activities due to its large
acceptance capacity. However, should we continue using
the environment without understanding its value before
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it has internalized, its value will be lost. To realize
economic activities, co-existing with the environment, it
is essential to move on to a new type of economy in
which environmental measures are incorporated.

We are committed to being the steward of the earth
for the children of 100 years from now. Now is the time
to combine wisdom and power, so that future
generations can live on the earth in peace, and that they
will say that the human beings of the early 21st century
made the right choice. Japan has been nurturing a
culture of not wasting resources through the ages. This
can be seen from our stances, such as using various
resources and our attitude to try to carry out
agriculture, forestry and fisheries sustainably, without
using up all of nature’s blessings. We consider that
human beings can continue to survive by recognizing
such philosophies again, by properly reflecting the
environmental values in the economy, and by making
steady approaches to improve the environment.

In 2008, the world has faced an unprecedented
economic crisis, and remains in a serious situation.
However, this once in 100 years depression is a golden
opportunity for Japan to express its presence in the
world. It is time for Japan to mobilize all its wisdom
and human resources for environmental measures and
technologies, and to lead the global value by quickly
creating a society in which the environment and
economy will sustainably develop.
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