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The Water E nvironment Partnership in As ia (WE PA) is  an initiative proposed by the J apanese Ministry of the 
E nvironment at the 3rd World Water Forum.  WE PA aims to c reate an information platform that will c ontribute 
to strengthening water governance and capacity building for a sound water environment in the Asian region.

Sharing knowledge 
 for improving the water environment in Asia



Water Environment Partnership in Asia 
WEPA Database
The WE PA databas e will s erve as  a platform for s haring knowledge and information on water 
environment management in As ia.   C ons idering that governments  s hould take a leading role in 
promoting water environment management in their respec tive c ountries , the database is  des igned for 
governmental offic ials  and aid-agenc y staffs  as  primary users .  The WE PA database c ons ists  of four 
parts ,  namely the Polic y-related Information Databas e,  Tec hnologies  for Water E nvironment 
C onservation Database, Ac tivities  by NG Os and C ommunity B ased Organisations  (C B Os) Database, 
and Information S ourc es  Database. 

Water Environment Partnership in Asia (WEPA)
The Water E nvironment Partners hip in As ia (WE PA) is  an initiative that the Minis try of the E nvironment 
of J apan proposed on the oc c as ion of the 3rd World Water Forum held in K yoto in 2003.  WE PA is  
registered as  a projec t aimed at water pollution prevention and ec osystem c onservation in the “Portfolio 
of Water Ac tions  (PWA)”*.

WE PA aims to s trengthen governanc e and c apac ity building in water environmental management by 
providing an information platform on water environment c onservation.  The J apanese Ministry of the 
E nvironment is  taking a leading role in the implementation of WE PA, with c lose c ollaboration with ten 
other WE PA partner c ountries  and the Institute for G lobal E nvironment S trategies  (IG E S ) whic h serves  as  
the WE PA sec retariat.  As  a c ommon information platform on water environment c onservation, the WE PA 
database is  now being developed under the partnership of WE PA partner countries .  The prototype of the 
database will be open to the public  by the 4th World Water Forum in Marc h 2006, and its  development 
c ompleted by Marc h 2009.

 * The Portfolio of Water Actions is  one of the outcomes of the WWF3, which is  a collection of contributions by various countries  and international 
bodies  towards solving water problems.

P r inc iple s  in  the  c ons truc t ion of the  
W E P A  D a t a ba s e

a. Primary target users 
G overnment offic ials  and aid agenc y staffs

b. Development of original contents
The WE PA database will provide substantial 
bac kground information that helps  polic y 
making and implementation

c. Enhancement of capacity through database 
　construction
B y c los ely working with eac h other,  thos e 
involved in WE PA databas e development 
c ould gain knowledge and c apac ity for better 
water environment management 

d. Effective use of existing database
E xisting information will be effec tively used, for 
instanc e, by enhanc ing links  to other relevant 
existing databases

Water Environment in Asia
The water environment in As ia has  been in a serious  condition for decades .  Many 
c ountries  in the region fac e serious  water pollution problems that have negatively 
affec ted people and the living environment in the region.  Various  ac tors  suc h as  
governments , NG Os and c itizens  have made substantial efforts  to improve suc h 
disturbing c onditions , but the water environment c onditions  are s till under threat.  
Weak governanc e and lac k of c apac ity are often rec ognised as  c hallenges  for 
better water environment, and therefore adequate knowledge and information on 
water environment management is  vital to c reate sound water management.

Four Databases for Better Water Environment 
The WE PA database c ons ists  of four parts  whic h are inter-linked with eac h other.  
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Partner countries

・Cambodia
・China
・Indonesia
・Republic of Korea
・Laos
・Malaysia
・Myanmar
・Philippines
・Thailand
・Viet Nam
・Japan

Importance of Partnership  
“Partnership” is  essential in the implementation of the WE PA projec t.  C urrently 
11 As ian c ountries  inc luding J apan are working together to implement the 
WE PA projec t, in partic ular for the preparation of the c ontents  of the WE PA 
database.  Through this  kind of collaborative work, mutual understanding among 
partner countries  and relevant stakeholders  involved in the WE PA project will be 
developed, and it c ould strengthen the bas is  of further c ollaboration for water 
environmental c onservation efforts  in the region.

1. Policy-related Information Database 
provides  information relating to the state 
of water environmental issues  and the 
c ontent of the water environmental 
polic ies  and regulations  in WE PA 
member c ountries .

2. Technologies for Water Environment 
Conservation Database provides  
information on was tewater treatment 
tec hnologies  and s ys tems  c urrently in 
good operation, whic h may be useful for 
dec is ion-makers  to c ons ider water 
environment c onservation measures .

3. Act iv i t ies by NGOs and Community 
Based Organisations (CBOs) Database 
provides  information on c as es  of c ivil 
ac tivities  related to water environmental 
problems  and c as es  of governmental 
ac tivities  on educ ation and awareness  
rais ing.

4. Information Sources Database provides 
links to websites which contain information 
related to water environment, inc luding 
UN agenc ies , governments , NG Os and 
other relevant institutions .
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