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WEEE Directive

• The new WEEE Directive (2012/19/EU) introduces a 
collection target of 45% of electronic equipment sold 
that will apply from 2016 and, as a second step from 
2019, a target of 65% of equipment sold, or 85% of 
WEEE generated. 

• The new collection targets agreed will ensure that 
around 10 million tons, or roughly 20kg per capita, 
will be separately collected from 2019 onwards. 

• Article 11 (in combination with with annex V) sets the 
recycling targets for the different product categories.



WEEE Directive

• Directive means that each MS has to implement 
the Directive in national legislation.

• Means differences between MS:

-differences in number of compliance schemes;

-different requirements regarding recycling: eg some 
countries refers to WEEELABEX or CENELEC



WEEE Directive

• Art 8, sub 2 requires proper treatment (refers to 
annex VII)

• Art 8, sub 3 requires the use of best available 
techniques 

• some countries refer to WEEELABEX

• Annex VII describes the selective treatment of 
materials and components



Obligation for processors

a. Proper treatment :

- Minimum recovery targets (Annex V)

- The isolation of all liquids and a selective treatment 
of (Annex VII)  eg:

- mercury containing parts

- batteries

- PCB containing capacitors

- plastics with brominated flame retardants

- asbestos components

- cathoy ray tubes

- ozone depleting substances



Obligation for processors

Depollution and not hindering 
the environmental sound 

preparation for re-use and 
recycling



WEELABEX

• Normative requirements that operators, 
collection facilities, logistic operators and 
treatment facilities are expected to comply with;

• All requirements as one integrated package and 
a coherent structure



WEEELABEX normative document,
part I, Gereral requirements

Part I, General 
requirements

4 Administrative and organisational
requirements 

4.1 Legal compliance
4.2 Management principles 
4.3 Technical and infrastructural 

preconditions
4.4 Training
4.5 Downstream monitoring
4.6 Preparing for re-use
4.7 Shipments

5 Technical requirements

5.1 Handling

5.2 Storage

5.3 De-pollution

5.4 De-pollution monitoring

5.5 Further treatment

5.6 Storage of fractions and components

5.7 Recycling and recovery

5.8 Disposal of fractions

5.9 Documentation



WEEELABEX, part II, specific
requirements

• Specific requirements for the treatment of CRT 
display appliances

• Specific requirements for the treatment of Flat Panel 
Displays

• Specific requirements for the treatment of Lamps

• Requirements for Cooling and Freezing Appliances 
containing CFC, HCFC or HFC

• Requirements for Cooling and Freezing Appliances 
containing Hydrocarbons (HC)



WEEELABEX, downstream monitoring

The operator shall document the origin of the WEEE treated 
and the downstream treatment chain of WEEE and fractions 
as long as they have not reached the end of waste status.

Also when shipment is going abroad







Waste Shipment Regulation



Challenges

Producers of EEE doesn’t give good information on 
how to recycle;

Often no design for recycling;

Not clear what kind of hazardous substances are 
used in EEE;

Difficult to know how WEEE is treated in other 
countries.



IMPEL project WEEE plastic and BFR’s 
(conclusions)

• There are considerable classification differences for BFR-
containing WEEE plastic e.g. not listed, Annex IV, Annex III, 
hazardous or not hazardous waste.

• The competent authorities have only minor experience on how 
to inspect BFRs in WEEE plastic (priority for detecting illegal 
shipments is rather low).

• Data about produced, treated or shipped amounts of BFR-
containing WEEE plastic are poor.

• No common understanding on the threshold of BFRs and the way 
to detect BFR’s in WEEE plastic.

• No common understanding on the responsibility for removing 
and treating BFR-containing WEEE plastic.

• Lack of awareness regarding the provisions concerning BFRs in 
WEEE plastic at companies dealing with WEEE plastic.



Thank you!

Email: info@impel.eu

Website: www.impel.eu
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