
What are the merits of the Co-benefits Approach?

It has great potential to reduce GHG emissions and local
pollution simultaneously, leading to achieve sustainable
development in developing countries.

It can be more cost-effective compared to addressing climate
change and local pollution separately.

It enables mobilization of various resources (human and
financial) and organizations that have limited scope and mandates.

Co-benefits approach is a very valuable policy tool for
sustainable development. Its application is expected to be
further promoted worldwide.
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The “co-benefits approach” 
generally refers to initiatives 
that can simultaneously 
achieve two goals: alleviation of 
environmental pollution, which 
is a challenge for developing 
countries, and reduction of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, which is a global 
concern.  In many cases, the 
co-benefits approach works as 
very efficient measures to 
address these issues.  Japan is 
promoting the co-benefits 

approach as a valuable policy 
tool for sustainable environ-
ment and hopes that the 
approach will see broader 
application at the global level.  
Specific examples of 
co-benefits approach include 
energy efficiency improvement 
at thermal power plants, 
methane recovery and waste-
water treatment in electricity 
generation, and improvements 
of public transportation 
networks in Asian cities.

Ministry of the Environment of 
Japan (MOEJ) finds countries 
in Asia as main partners to 
promote the co-benefits 
approach. Efforts under the 
initiative include identification of 
technologies that have signifi-

cant co-benefits impacts; 
development of evaluation tools 
to quantify co-benefits of 
projects; and piloting climate 
mitigation measures with 
co-benefits.

MOEJ makes efforts on promoting co-benefits type projects by utilizing environmentally sound technologies which Japan has developed 
through its past experience in overcoming pollution problems, with a view to potential use of Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM). 
More specifically, MOEJ is conducting demonstration projects, by introducing appropriate environmental technologies under the local 
condition, to verify co-benefits effects and to explore the way of measurement, reporting, and verification.

CASE 1 Co-benefits Type Wastewater Treatment at a Fish Processing Factory
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Examples of Demonstration Projects

●Facilitating diffusion of leading low carbon technologies, products, systems, services, and infrastructure as well as
　implementation of mitigation actions, and contributing to sustainable development of developing countries.

●Appropriately evaluating contributions to GHG emission reductions or removals from Japan in a quantitative manner, by applying 
　measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) methodologies, and use them to achieve Japan’s emission reduction target.

●Contributing to the ultimate objective of the UNFCCC by facilitating global actions
　for GHG emission reductions or removals, complementing the CDM.

Basic Concept of the JCM

A Co-benefits Approach to
Climate Change

An Overview of Co-benefits
Approach Initiative

Minister of the Environment of 
Japan signed bilateral agreements 
with the Environment Ministers of 
the People’s Republic of China and 

the Republic of Indonesia. Under 
these agreements, the co-benefits 
approach is being promoted in 
these countries.

Training seminar in Xiangtan City

Bilateral Cooperation

The Asian Co-benefits 
Partnership (ACP) was 
established in November 
2010 as an informal and 
interactive platform to 
facilitate information 
exchange and stakeholder 
dialogue, as well as to 
promote co-benefits type 
projects in Asia.  Led by an 
advisory group of represen-

tatives from international 
organizations and govern-
ments in Asia, the ACP has 
a quickly growing member-
ship and offers easy access 
to a range of materials on 
co-benefits. Please visit the 
ACP’s website 
(www.cobenefit.org) to find 
out more.

(Asian Co-benefits Partnership web page)

Asian Co-benefits Partnership
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Cooperation with China
Panzhihua City in Sichuan Province and Xiangtang 
City in Hunan Province were selected as pilot cities 
to demonstrate cooperative actions for
co-benefits based on the agreement between the two 
countries. So far capacity building activities and joint 
study have been taken place in the two cities.
Cooperation continues based on a revised 
agreement for the second phase of cooperation that 
was signed in April 2011. Under the agreement, joint 
study and capacity building activities are being 
implemented in Xiangtang City with the aim to 
contribute for pollution reduction efforts described in the 12th Five-year Plan of China.

Workshop held in Jakarta

Cooperation with Indonesia
Feasibility studies were conducted to 
identify co-benefits opportunities at two 
plants—a final waste disposal site in 
Banjarmasin City and a slaughterhouse in 
Palembang City—based on the agreement 
between the two countries.  These studies 
produced recommendations on improving 
these plants to deliver co-benefits.
Cooperation is underway in the agriculture 
sector based on the revised agreement for the second phase signed in September 
2011.  Targeting agro-industry area such as palm oil, biomass and other areas that have 
strong potential in achieving co-benefits, joint study, capacity building activities, and 
demonstration projects are being implemented.

By introducing a solar absorption chiller to a public building 
and substitute for an existing electric chiller, it is expected 
that air pollution and GHG 
emissions from power genera-
tion are reduced through 
electricity saving.
Location: University of Indonesia, Jakarta, Indonesia

(Left)  Roof of the building 
where the solar heat collector 
will be installed
(Right) The building where 
the solar absorption chiller 
will be installed
(under construction)

By installing an appropriate wastewater treatment system to 
a fish processing factory, the quality of wastewater from the 
factory is improved and methane 
emissions from the wastewater of the 
existing treatment system are reduced.
Location: A fish processing factory in Jembrana,
                west part of Bali,Indonesia

(Left) Installation area of the 
treatment system at the fish 
processing factory
(Right) An existing 
wastewater treatment system




