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STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE  
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Your Excellency Ms. Yuriko Koike

Minister of the Environment Japan

As Chairman of the Congress,

Honourable Ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I like to congratulate the Honorable Ms. Yuriko Koike as the Chairperson of ECOASIA 2005. I am pleased and honored to be involved in this prestigious annual meeting which over the years has successfully serve as a platform for Ministers and senior officials of the Asia – Pacific Region to discuss and exchange idea and experience on current environmental issues of international importance.  

Last year, in Tottori, we informed this Congress of the establishment of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. Over this one year period, the Ministry has seen many events occurring at the national and regional level. For instance, the 26 December 2004 Tsunami disaster which also struck Malaysia is a reminder of the devastating force of nature and the mitigation measures that could be taken to reduce its impact. In this regard, we have embarked on a nation wide programme to enhance the number of acreage of our mangrove forest along the coast. The mangrove forest has not only been found to cushion the impact of the tsunami but more important as an important ecosystem to protect the coast from coastal erosion as well as spawning ground for the many marine species. Beside the mangrove forest, Malaysia is now in the process of gazetting all catchment areas as protected areas to ensure that no development took place within the area. This measure is taken to ensure the vital water resources of the country remain intact.   
As one of the twelve mega biodiverse countries, we would sustain and  utilize these valuable resources. Forest Research Institute of Malaysia is now spearheading efforts in biodiversity conservation.
Malaysia also experienced an incidence of illegal importation of hazardous waste into the country during the one year period. As feedback to this issue, we are now looking into methods and means that work consistently with the implementation of the Basel Convention. We believe that a clearly define “hazardous waste” that is acceptable internationally in the context of this convention is much needed so that we could manage this issue affirmatively. But most important, we recognized that mutual cooperation and networking with other countries is vital if we are to address this issue.      

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Malaysia has shown its commitment towards sustainable development. In January 2005, the Prime Minister declared that Malaysia has achieved some important criteria which are set out by the Millennium Development Goal (MDG). In fact, we have detailed out many aspects of the MDG in our policies and plans of the last few decade. 
Hence, Malaysia is proud to inform this Congress that we have achieved many of the MDG target. We have done this through the combination of policies, strategies and programmes. For instance on poverty we have surpassed the target set by the MDG i.e. to half the proportions of people earning less than one dollar a day by 2015. In this regard, we are confidence that absolute poverty will be eliminated before 2015. In the coming period of 2005 to 2010, Malaysia will prepare a development plan that will encompass all economic and social factors in which sustainable development will remain as prime consideration. 
To conclude, I believed that this Congress will further enhance our understanding in this area and would entail a better cooperation and commitment in the future for a clean, safe, healthy and productive environment.

Thank you
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