Statement made by Mr. M.B Karki, Secretary, Ministry of Population and Environment, Nepal to the ‘Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific’, 19-20 June 2004, Tottori, Japan

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:

At the very outset I would like to express my warm greetings to this august gathering on behalf of the Government and the people of Nepal. I would also like to take this opportunity to briefly state our concern and state of involvement in the Environmental Education activities. My sincere appreciation to the organizers of this meeting for the warm welcome, extended to us & the excellent arrangements made 
Formal environmental education in Nepal started only from mid nineties by the gradual inclusion of EE in primary to secondary school curricula. Environmental education has also been included in higher education. Besides the environmental education in formal sector, non-formal and informal environmental education was commenced by private sectors and NGOs as early as from late 80s and early 90s. His majesty's government of Nepal had always put high emphasis on the partnership approach in environmental education particularly in non-formal and informal sectors.

His Majesty’s Government of Nepal has given highest priority to develop competent manpower in the field of environment management to promote the sustainable development in our development endeavor. 

Mr. Chairman, 

May I put forth some of the salient works that have been in accomplished so far:

· Nepal has prepared National Conservation Strategy (NCS) in 1988 and Nepal Environmental Policy and Action Plan (NEPAP) in 1993 as the main environmental policy papers of the country. Both the documents have highlighted the urgency and hence gave substantial priority to environmental education, training and public awareness activities. The periodic plans that contained the policy elements have clearly emphasized the need of promotion and expansion of environmental education processes. Ministry of Population and Environment, Ministry of Education and National Planning Commission to some extent are involved in preparing national policy and strategy on environmental education.
· In addition to these central level organizations, universities, schools, local bodies, NGOs have conducted environmental education activities in many ways. All these aim at reorienting education towards sustainable development. 
· Most universities have bachelors and masters’ level programmes in the various disciplines of environment, natural resources management, gender and rural development. 
· The Ministry of Population and Environment, Ministry of Education and other line ministries have annual programmes on environmental training and related activities.
· Environmental education is integrated into primary, lower secondary and secondary level curricula as separate subject as well as infused to health, social science and other subjects. 
· A number of NGOs and conservation groups are involved in educating high school students throughout the country about a wide range of environmental issues, rural and urban. 
· Mass media like television, radio, newspapers etc have been used widely to promote environmental education. 
Mr. Chairman, 

As mentioned earlier Ministry of Education in cooperation with Ministry of Population and Environment has started the Environmental Education curricula at the school level. This is the major step taken by the Government of Nepal in the area of environmental education, implemented through the Department of Education. At this instant, principally every child who goes to school learns environment education. Developing and implementation of such scheme is not enough to acquire knowledge and skills hence to change their behavior at all.  As it had been rightly pointed out by Tiblishi conference on Environmental Education, the goal of environmental education is to bring change in human behavior. For instance they are taught the problems of global warming ozone depletion, biodiversity loss and so on, but the problems that are around them in their own surrounding environment are not well explored. Even the teachers lack training to be able to teach the new curricula. In addition to these even the course content does not include the practical aspect of the subject. Therefore, there is a lack of implementation of what the students learn in their classes. 

Mr. Chairman,

In course of the implementation of the Environmental Education, inadequacy of physical, human, infrastructural, policy and legal resources have impending effect to the success of the program. Being least developed country our priority of resource allocation however is directed more towards infrastructure development, industrial promotion, agriculture development, education, health services etc. Industrialized and developed countries are therefore expected to cooperate in our conservation and conservation education endeavor as our governments have several limitations earmarking resources in these areas despite their will. Mutual cooperation in the field of environmental protection among developed and developing countries have now become the phenomena. Upholding this spirit we can go further together in coming days. 

Thank you for patiently hearing the voice of Nepal.

