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Statement of H.E. Dr. Mok Mareth, 
Minister of the Ministry of Environment, Cambodia 

The 12th Environmental Congress for Asia and the Pacific (ECO ASIA 2004),

Tottori Perfecture, Japan, 19-20 June 2004
Dear distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Cambodian Ministry of Environment, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Japan, especially to the Japanese Ministry of Environment that invited me to attend this important congress.  I have a great honor to attend this meeting which provides an opportunity for the Royal Government of Cambodia to present its position on Environmental Education as well as to present initiatives in enhancing environmental education within Cambodia. 

To begin with, please allow me to brief you on the history of environmental education in Cambodia.  Since the establishment of the Royal Government of Cambodia in 1993, it has been, and continues to be committed to position its education system in order to optimize its contribution to social and economic development, and considers environmental education (EE) one of the top priorities for the country.  It recognizes that EE strategies are needed to mobilize all the elements that constitute the formalized methods of education within Cambodian society including formal schooling education (secular and non-secular systems), non-formal education, mass media, and socio-cultural elements like religious networks, and professional and occupational training.  Each element needs to take on the responsibility of delivering EE as a legitimate aspect of its activities and must accept EE as fundamental to accomplishing the objective of a better environment.  

Since 1993, environmental education in Cambodia has been slowly permeating the formal education sector at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels, including formal monk education, the training of government officials of Ministry of Environment (MOE), and sporadically the mass media and non-formal education sector.  Between 1993 and 1998 much of the EE activity in Cambodia occurred at the Government level, particularly in the MOE and Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MOEYS).  Since then EE activity has been limited within the MOE though the MOEYS has been integrating EE into the secular primary and secondary school curriculums.  An Environmental Science degree at the Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) has also been recently developed and other universities are integrating EE into their curriculums.  In addition, there has been varying levels of environmental education work undertaken by NGO’s over recent years with the majority of the work occurring in the non-formal education sector.

Cambodia has been gradually working towards its main goal of diffusing environmental education into the education system, but constraints still remain.  In particular, there is currently no single long-term strategic plan for environmental education currently in place within Cambodia.  Consequently the approach to EE is carried out in a fairly random manner.  NGO’s and IO’s working in the EE field produce and apply their own educational material for their own projects without consultation, for the most part, with the Ministry of Environment.  This ad-hoc approach does not properly allow the Government to have control or quality assurance mechanisms for EE.

Consequently the Ministry of Environment has identified that there is little knowledge of what environmental education (EE) materials / initiatives / capacity currently exist in Cambodia as a whole making it difficult to clearly identify and address national EE needs.  With little coordination of current EE initiatives, particularly in the non-formal sector, it may be resulting in duplication of efforts and inconsistencies in approach.  Indeed from discussions with a number of organizations involved in EE this view appears to be supported.

It is considered that the implementation of environmental education in Cambodia faces many obstacles including:

· Limited cooperation and coordination/networking between governmental institutions, NGOs, and the private sector.

· Limited capacity, materials and facilitation equipment for EE.

· Limited financial support and inadequate strategic planning for EE.

To overcome the above obstacles, the Ministry of Environment is attempting to develop a Strategic Direction on EE, the vision of which is that “All Cambodians have environmental awareness ensuring a sustainable future”, and the mission is “To achieve a coordinated and consistent approach to EE in Cambodia to better enable the conservation and protection of the environment to the benefit of all people’s livelihoods, particularly the poor and disadvantaged.” This is to be achieved by reaching a main goal of the development and implementation of a National EE Strategic Plan to identify and address EE needs. 

Unfortunately the progress of the strategy development has not been proceeding quickly principally due to lack of funding but the Government still aims to continue to pursue this important initiative.

To conclude my presentation, I would like to address that some progress continues to be made integrating EE into formal and non formal education however the MOE considers that the approach to EE is being carried out in a fairly random manner.  NGO’s and IO’s working in the EE field produce and apply their own educational material for their own projects without consultation, for the most part, with the Ministry of Environment.  In addition it is recognized that little knowledge exists of what EE materials / initiatives / capacity currently exists in Cambodia as a whole making it difficult to clearly identify and address national EE needs.  It is therefore essential that a national strategic plan to ensure the long-term effectiveness of EE in Cambodia is developed in order for the Government of Cambodia to regain control of its EE system and that Cambodia’s EE needs are properly identified and addressed.

Thanks you!
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