
• Persistent
• Highly bioaccumulative
• Has long-term toxicity for
humans, or
toxicity for animals at top of 
food chain

Prior evaluation of degree of 
biodegradability, bioaccumulation, 
long-term toxicity for humans and 

toxicity for plants and animals

Outline of Chemical Substances Control Law (CSCL)
- Framework for Evaluation and Regulation of Chemical Substances in Japan -

New chemical substance

Planned manufacture or 
import (nationwide) totals 

over 1 tonne/year

Subsequent monitoring

Manufacturers and importers are required by law to report hazard information 
they are aware of relating to the chemical substances they handle.

（Most recent amendments to the law are indicated by shaded text. ）

Approval for 
manufacture or import

• Persistent
• Not highly bioaccumulative
• Planned total (nationwide)
10 tonnes or less per year

• Persistent
• Not highly 
bioaccumulative

• Suspected long-term 
toxicity for humans

Government issues instructions 
to study hazardous properties
(when necessary)

• Persistent
• Not highly bioaccumulative
• Has toxicity for animals and plants 
in human environment 

• Confirmed threat of harm due 
to persistence in the environment

(Notification)

Note

If the conditions above do 
not apply to a substance, 
that substance will not be 
subject to regulation 
under this law.

• Persistent 
• Not highly bioaccumulative
• Has long-term toxicity for humans
• Confirmed threat of harm due to 

persistence in the environment

Type III Monitored 
Chemical Substance

• Company provides notification of 
actual amounts manufactured and 
imported, uses, etc. 

• Government provides guidance, 
advice, etc.

Class I Specified Chemical Substance

• Prior authorization required for manufacture
and import (in effect, prohibited)

• Any uses other than specified uses are prohibited 
• Import of certain products specified by
cabinet order is prohibited

• Other restrictions

Class II Specified Chemical Substance

• Company must provide notification of planned
and actual amounts manufactured and imported

• If deemed necessary, government issues orders to 
change the planned manufacture and import 
amounts

• Government provides technical guidelines,
recommendations

• Mandatory labeling, other recommendations from 
government, etc.

Planned manufacture or 
import (nationwide) totals 

1 tonne/year or less

Existing 
chemical 
substance

Type I Monitored 
Chemical Substance

• Company provides notification of 
actual amounts manufactured 
and imported, uses, etc.

• Government provides guidance, 
advice, etc.

Safety check of 
existing chemical 

substance

• Persistent
• Highly 
bioaccumulative

Prior
confirmation

Government issues instructions 
to study hazardous properties
(when necessary)

Chemical substance, such as 
an intermediate substance, with 

extremely low potential for 
release into the environment

• Persistent
• Not highly 
bioaccumulative

• Has toxicity for plants
and animals

• Persistent
• Not highly 
bioaccumulative

Government issues instructions
to study hazardous properties
(when necessary)

Prior confirmation
Extremely low potential for 

release into the environment, etc.

Type II Monitored 
Chemical Substance

(“Designated Chemical Substance”
before amendment of the law)

• Company provides notification of 
actual amounts manufactured and 
imported, uses, etc.

• Government provides guidance, 
advice, etc.


