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Communiqué
G7 Toyama Environment Ministers’ Meeting

Toyama, Japan
May 15-16, 2016

We, the G7 Ministers and high representatives, and European Commissioner
responsible for the environment, met in Toyama from May 15 to 16, 2016. We were
joined by heads and senior officials of the Global Environment Facility (GEF),
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) — Local
Governments for Sustainability, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
United Nations Global Compact, and 100 RESILIENT CITIES, representatives from
the cities of Bristol, Firenze, Frankfurt am Main, Higashimatsushima, Kitakyushu,
Toyama, Vancouver, and Vitry-le-Frangois, and the governor of Toyama prefecture.

The year 2015 saw the adoption of landmark global outcomes, including the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) and the Paris Agreement on
climate change, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and Addis
Ababa Action Agenda. In 2016, we have to take action with a view to implement
these instruments, and therefore the G7 Toyama Environment Ministers’ Meeting
(EMM) plays a significant role in 2016. In this meeting, the chair, the Minister of the
Environment of Japan, expressed the basic viewpoint that we should identify a clear
pathway to low-carbon, climate resilient and sustainable society. This pathway
should draw upon sharing related policies and measures of our past environmental
policy experiences and knowledge with all countries following the significant
progress that was made in 2015. Discussions focused on various environmental
issues that must be tackled, considering the urgency of addressing climate change
and the degradation of the environment.

At the beginning of the discussions, Japan explained the current state of the
remediation and restoration work in areas affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake and the accident at TEPCQO’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station.
Japan provided information about the removal of radioactive contamination that has
been in progress, which has led to eventual lifting of evacuation orders in parts of
the region and reconstruction of local economies. Other G7 Ministers and the
European Commissioner welcomed this report and the efforts being made by Japan.
Japan expressed its gratitude for the support from the international community
including G7 member states. Furthermore, we express our sincere solidarity with
the people affected by the recent devastating earthquakes in Kumamoto and Oita
areas of Japan, as well as with all those who are suffering from natural disasters
and the environmental degradation caused by them.



4.

Seven themes were discussed in the meeting, namely the 2030 Agenda, Resource
Efficiency and the 3Rs ("Reduce", "Reuse" and "Recycle"), Biodiversity, Climate
Change and Related Measures, Chemicals Management, the Role of Cities, and
Marine Litter.

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Implementation of SDGs as G7 Ministers of Environment

5.

We welcome the adoption of the 2030 Agenda at the United Nations Summit in
September 2015 and stand ready to promote its implementation at all levels. The
2030 Agenda integrates the three dimensions of sustainable development, (namely
environmental, social and economic dimensions); applies universally to all
countries regardless of their level of development and aims to ensure no one will be
left behind. We acknowledge that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
reflect the integrated nature of the 2030 Agenda and therefore lie at the core of this
new agenda, and achievement of the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs will be critical to
the people, planet and prosperity for the upcoming 15 years and beyond. The
environment is one of the three dimensions of sustainable development and within
our mandate as G7 environment ministers, we have important active roles in
implementing the SDGs so that all dimensions are addressed in a balanced manner.
We also commit to advancing a number of specific measures to achieve the SDGs.

The global partnerships emphasized in the 2030 Agenda and in the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda, an integral part of the 2030 Agenda, can help facilitate cooperation
with various stakeholders. We acknowledge that it is crucial for governments to
promote cooperation with other key stakeholders, such as private businesses and
finance, civil society, local authorities and academia, and collaborate with
international networks and existing initiatives to effectively implement the SDGs.
Engaging businesses is particularly key as the impacts will be significant when they
implement SDGs as their core activities. We also recognize the importance of
cooperation with the UN Global Compact and other business networks that are
committed to advancing the SDGs through their activities, such as by dissemination
of guidelines on SDGs.

Measures to promote the environmental dimension of SDGs implementation by G7
members

7.

Prior to the G7 Toyama EMM, information was shared on plans and measures that
we have taken to promote domestic implementation of the SDGs at this stage,
based on our respective national circumstances. Some countries have incorporated
SDGs into their national strategies, established relevant institutional arrangements,
and created mechanisms to engage stakeholders in the implementation of the



SDGs. Such information is valuable for us to acknowledge notable activities by the
G7.

We note on-going activities including France’s work to establish a comprehensive
implementation framework involving all ministries and all stakeholders; the revision
of the National Sustainable Development Strategy in Italy in light of the SDGs;
Canada’s public consultation process on its Federal Sustainable Development
Strategy; the United States' high level process to review the SDGs and identify how
to best measure domestic progress in their implementation; in the United Kingdom,
formulation of a 25-year environment plan for England; Germany’s whole of
government approach to review the National Sustainable Development Strategy
with the aim to translate the SDGs into the German context, involving all parts of
society and headed by the Federal Chancellery; and Japan’s plan of an
inter-ministerial national implementation system and establishment of a
stakeholders’ meeting as a mechanism to exchange information and to
acknowledge actions in environment related areas by its first movers.

We welcome measures taken by different countries respecting differences in
national priorities and institutional structures. The outcome of the G7 Toyama EMM
will be shared when appropriate at international fora such as the second session of
the UN Environment Assembly of UNEP, the High-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development, the UN General Assembly and the UN Economic and
Social Council. We encourage measures by all countries and stakeholders aimed at
achieving the SDGs.

Collaborative activities by G7

10.

11.

12.

For the purpose of promoting implementation globally, we will collaborate with each
other on relevant actions. Through this collaboration, we will demonstrate our
strong commitment to environmental issues in and beyond G7 members.

When designing voluntary collaborative activities, we recognize the benefits of
focusing on standout activities that could catalyze other countries’ actions on the
SDGs. We therefore encourage the continuation of ongoing discussions and
collaborations between working-level officials on such specific collaborative
activities.

To identify collaborative activities, we will consider highlighting activities in on-going
international initiatives. These could include activities under the 10-Year Framework
of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns (10YFP)
which noted that all countries should promote sustainable consumption and
production patterns with developed countries to take the lead. With reference to the
SDG 12 on Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP), there are various
additional pathways through which SDG 12 could be achieved and these could



have synergistic effects with other goals such as SDG 8, which explicitly includes
SCP, on inclusive and sustainable economic growth. We note that SCP is an area
which necessitates multi-stakeholder partnership not only between public
institutions but with the private sector, civil society, and academia as producers and
consumers and that SCP is on the agenda of all countries regardless of their level
of development. Therefore we recognize that SCP activities taken by those sectors
will foster sustainable supply chains. Further consideration of possible areas for
collaboration in SCP will be needed. Those could include cooperation on the
development of comparable methodologies to measure the climate and other
environmental benefits of reducing wasted food, information regarding the
environmental burden from products, “second price tag”, the modification of
best-before dates, and the internalization of external costs.

Promoting SDGs implementation in other countries

13. We recognize the importance of providing technical and cooperative assistance to
other countries in need, so they can achieve the SDGs. Sharing the experience and
knowledge that we have acquired in the development of environmental policies
could contribute to the implementation of the SDGs in other countries.



