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Questions Answers
� Background 

and purpose of 
accounting

Bank of America began accounting for Scope 3 in 2008, and Bank of America requested emissions data (via 
CDP) from 163 vendors in 2012, which represents approximately 45% of our spend. Requesting data from 
many suppliers allows us to evaluate the level of each vendor's impact in our company's environmental 
performance. In accounting for supply chain emissions, it is important to understand the influence of our 
company overall on climate change without any problems of double counting or triple counting.

� Accounting 
methodology

In categories such as transportation and product 
procurement, Bank of America performs accounting with 
data provided by our suppliers, and this covers 80% in 
terms of monetary cost. Bank of America called on 163 
suppliers and 144 responded to CDP in 2012. 

� Internal system 
for accounting

The CSR/Global Environment Group at our head office 
handles accounting for the entire company. Bank of America 
also outsources some services to a consulting firm.

� Use of 
accounting 
results

Bank of America discloses data in the CSR Report, etc., but 
only in categories with highly reliable data that has been 
verified by third parties. In other categories, Bank of 
America is currently working to improve the accuracy of 
data.

� Benefits of 
accounting

It allows us to recognize the level of emissions at each 
stage in the supply chain and to make decisions as to what 
kinds of actions Bank of America should take to reduce 
emissions.
Bank of America also believes that it is important to show 
leadership for the industry in addressing social problems.
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Questions Answers
� Efforts to reduce supply 

chain emissions
In addition to our company's efforts to reduce supply chain emissions, such as recommending 
working from home and subsidizing employee purchases of hybrid vehicles, as a financial 
institution In 2007, Bank of America committed $20 billion toward environmental activities that 
address climate change and advance the transition to a low-carbon economy. Bank of America‘s 
completed that goal well ahead of schedule (2012), so Bank of America announced a new, ten-year, 
$50 billion goal beginning January 2013. As a part of these efforts, although Bank of America is not 
currently using supply chain emissions in supplier selection, Bank of America is considering using 
that sort of indicator in the future.

� Issues in supply chain 
emissions accounting

It is important for highly reliable emissions 
unit values to be established for use in 
accounting for supply chain emissions. Bank 
of America will expand their reporting of 
Scope 3 emissions as reliable data become 
available.  The CDP’s Supply Chain reporting 
is used for major suppliers.

� Advice for those 
beginning to account for 
supply chain emissions

It is necessary to start by prioritizing the 
categories by their level of importance and to 
begin accounting with methods that are as 
simple as possible. This will make it possible 
to determine the level of emissions in those 
categories and the level of impact by 
suppliers.
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