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1.Profile of KANSAI,JAPAN (1) 2 

With a population exceeding 20 million and an economy of $800 billion, the Kansai region plays a 

leading role in western Japan. Osaka is the center of the region, a vast metropolitan area second only 

to Tokyo in scale. 

Three metropolises, located close to one another 30 minutes by train from Osaka to Kyoto, and to Kobe. 
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2.Profile of KANSAI,JAPAN (2) 3 



■Established in 1946 

■Independent, Private, Non-Profit Organization 

■Works to contribute to the sound development of the Japanese economy   

through conducting research studies on important issues related to economic and 

fiscal affairs, industry, and social and labor affairs, and representing and realizing 

the collective will of the Kansai business community.     

■1,350 Members from Businesses, Organization 

 and Academia which pursue economic activities 

 mainly in the Kansai Region 

3.About Kansai Economic Federation (KANKEIREN) 

Members: 

  -The Kansai Electric Power Co.,Inc.   -Daikin Industries,Ltd. 

  -Panasonic Corporation   -Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc. 

  -Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd.   -KOBE STEEL, LTD. 

  -NIPPON TELEGRAPH  AND TELEPHONE WEST CORPORATION 

  -Iwatani Corporation   -Rengo Co.,Ltd.   -Nippon Life Insurance Company 

  -Art Corporation   -Kintetsu Corporation   -Hankyu Corporation   and more                                                                                                                   
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Europe (July 2010) 

China (July 2012) 

Mongolia (August 2011) 

Myanmar, Thailand (Oct. 2012) 

ASEAN (February 2013) Vietnam (April 2013) 

Sending Business Delegations Overseas       

3.KANKEIREN:International Activities 5 



Creating Business Opportunities for Members  
Vietnam-Kansai Economic Forum, Establishment of Kansai Business 

Desk within Vietnamese Government 

3.KANKEIREN:International Activities 6 



Serious environmental pollution occurred in Kansai  

amid the high-growth period of the Japanese economy (1960s and 1970s) 

 “An Environmentally Advanced Region: Kansai”  

Kansai overcame this through collaboration with 

local governments, companies and residents! 

4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(1) 

Historical Background of the Kansai Region 
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Major companies and public 
institutions related to water 
infrastructure technologies 

 in Kansai locate  
around Yodo River 

China-Kansai Water and sewer 

Business Forum (April 13, 2009)  

Yodo 

River 

Lake 

Biwa 

ISO22000 Certification award  

Ceremony (January 2009) 

Water Infrastructure (Water Supply and Sewerage /Drainage/ Purification)    

                              Technologies in Kansai Can Contribute to Resolving 

                                                                                    Global Water Problems 

4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(2) 

Concentration of Water Infrastructure-related Technologies and Industries 
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4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(2) 

【KANKEIREN’s  activities】 

1.Studies for entering into the water supply business 

   in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (Studies by Japanese Ministry of  

   Economy, Trade and Industry) 

 

2.Publicizing the strengths of Kansai to Asia and the world 

 

3.Cooperation for Human Resource Development 

  

Contribution to Water-Related Needs by “Team Kansai” 
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4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(3) 
Overseas Human Resource Development in the Field of Environmental 

Protection and Energy Conservation 

Region-Wide Efforts to Promote Energy and Environment Education 

Seminar to support the introduction of photovoltaic generation ASEAN Management Seminar 

Delivering a lecture to children 
Energy and environment education materials 

(two versions for elementary and junior high school levels) 

10 



Kansai’s Overwhelming Share of Battery 

4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(4) 

Concentration of Solar Cell and Lithium-ion Battery 

Manufacturing Sites in Kansai 
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Effort / Activity to Enhance Industrial Competitiveness <Leading Projects> 

4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(4) 

Concentration of Solar Cell and Lithium-ion Battery 

Manufacturing Sites in Kansai 
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―Aiming at widely publicizing superb 

environmental- and energy-related 

technologies in the Kansai region and 

promoting business opportunities for 

such technologies and products, 

Kankeiren first published the booklet 

containing various case studies in 2008 

with the help of many people and 

concerned organizations.  

 

―Since then, we have improved and 

annually updated it to include the latest 

technologies. We prepare the booklet in 

three languages-Japanese, English and 

Chinese-in book and website forms, 

which has been read by many people. 

4.KANSAI:An Environmentally Advanced Region(5) 

 Technologies and Products in the Environmental and Energy Sector 

 http://www.kankeiren.or.jp/English 
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■Reduce freight traffic through shared deliveries [Nippon Express Group] 

Objective Economic growth has boosted demand for distribution services in Ho Chi Minh, which in turn has led to 

increased traffic in the city and more carbon dioxide emissions. These are contributing factors to urban 

environment deterioration and higher traffic accident numbers. This project seeks to alleviate the 

situation by making transportation more efficient, and sets the ball rolling with a study of the situation. 

Project Overview By concentrating shipments to and from factories and commercial facilities in Ho Chi Minh into fewer 

vehicles, this project aims to minimize unnecessary vehicle use and thereby cut carbon dioxide 

emissions. This year, participating facilities will be selected and current shipping practices will be studied 

so that ideas for improvements can be considered and the outcomes estimated. 

CO2 Cuts Reduce the number of vehicles used to make deliveries to each  participating facility to one-third of pre-

project levels, which translates to a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions of approximately 90 tons per 

year. 

Co-benefits Reductions in atmospheric pollution, noise, and traffic accidents, as well as greater convenience of city 

amenities due to less traffic. 

A logistics center A freight truck 

5. Corporate Initiatives under the Ho Chi Minh – Osaka Partnership (1) 

要英訳 
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■ Waste power generation system [Hitachi Zosen Corp.] 
Objective Ho Chi Minh produces 8,000 tons of garbage per day, and all but a few hundred tons of that, which is 

used for composting, becomes landfill. To prepare for the increase in garbage generated as a result of 

Vietnam’s ongoing economic growth and the resulting lack of processing facilities, this project aims to 

establish power generation plants fired by incinerating garbage. 

Project Overview The project is based on a build-operate-transfer (BOT) premise, wherein Japanese and Vietnamese 

businesses will establish a local special-purpose company, which will earn income from waste 

processing fees from local governments and proceeds from the sale of electricity generated. 

At present, local governments are not able to pay the required fees and there is no preferential 

treatment system for renewable energy sources (e.g., where power companies buy energy generated by 

others), and Japanese companies have yet to be recruited to organize the project into operable form. 

This year, scenario-based greenhouse gas reduction estimates and project feasibility evaluations are 

being conducted and presented to the Japanese corporate community as a means of clarifying the 

barriers to participation. 

CO2 Cuts A model plant running at 100 tons per day is estimated to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 8,400 tons 

per year. That figure uses methane gas emitted from landfill sites as the base line, and takes into 

account factors such as the burning of plastics and the conservation of fossil fuels achieved by adding 

the electricity generated to the fuel supply, but is nonetheless subject to change depending on the kind 

of garbage collected and the efficiency of power generation. 

Co-benefits Significant extension of the service life of landfill sites, reduced burden on leachate treatment facilities, 

less smell, and fewer pest insects. 

5. Corporate Initiatives under the Ho Chi Minh – Osaka Partnership (2) 
要英訳 
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resources 
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electricity 

9.Steam-
driven turbines 
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5. Corporate Initiatives under the Ho Chi Minh – Osaka Partnership (2) 

要英訳 

(Copyright by Hitachi Zosen Corp.) 

Groundbreaking ceremony (Sept. 19, 2013) 

3D model of plant 

Hitachi Zosen’s strengths Industrial waste-fired power generation 

verification project 
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6. Japan’s Hopes for the Joint Crediting Mechanism 
■ The Joint Crediting Mechanism (or Bilateral Offset Credit Mechanism) provides quantitative 

measurement of Japan’s contribution to the reduction and absorption of greenhouse gases 
by promoting the spread of technologies, product, systems, services, and infrastructures in 
developing nations, which then count toward Japan’s GHG reduction targets. 

■ To date, Japan has entered into bilateral partnership agreements with eight countries: 
Mongolia, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Kenya, the Maldives, Vietnam, Laos, and Indonesia. 

■ The JCM should be established as the core of a new international framework. 

■ Exporting the operational knowhow and effective policies of Japan’s government and private 
sectors (e.g., energy-efficiency standards, the Top Runner Program) as a package would be 
highly effective in pursuing the goals of the JCM. 

 

Basic Concept of the JCM 
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