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WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION
(paragraph 36: climate change)

36. Change in the Earth’s climate and its adverse effects are a common concern of
humankind. We remain deeply concerned that all countries, particularly developing
countries including the least developed countries and small island developing States,
face increased risks of negative impacts of climate change and recognize that, in this
context, the problems of poverty, land degradation, access to water and food and human
health remain at the centre of global attention. The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change is the key instrument for addressing climate change, a
global concern, and we reaffirm our commitment to achieving its ultimate objective of
stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would
prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, within a time
frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure
that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed
in a sustainable manner, in accordance with our common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities. Recalling the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, in which heads of State and Government resolved to make every effort to
ensure the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, preferably by the tenth anniversary of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 2002, and to embark on the
required reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, States that have ratified the Kyoto
Protocol strongly urge States that have not already done so to ratify the Kyoto Protocol
in a timely manner. Actions at all levels are required to:
(@) Meet all the commitments and obligations under the UNFCCC,;

(b) Work cooperatively towards achieving the objectives of the UNFCCC,;

(c) Provide technical and financial assistance and capacity building to developing
countries and countries with economies in transition in accordance with commitments
under the UNFCCC, including the Marrakech accords;

(d) Building and enhance scientific and technological capabilities, inter alia through
continuing support to the IPCC for the exchange of scientific data and information
especially in developing countries;

(e) Develop and transfer technological solutions;
(N Develop and disseminate innovative technologies in respect of key sectors of

development, particularly energy, and of investment in this regard, including through
private sector involvement, market-oriented approaches, as well as supportive public



policies and international cooperation;

(g) Promote the systematic observation of the Earth’s atmosphere, land and oceans
by improving monitoring stations, increasing the use of satellites, and appropriate
integration of these observations to produce high-quality data that could be
disseminated for the use of all countries, in particular developing countries;

(h) Enhance the implementation of national, regional and international strategies to
monitor the Earth’'s atmosphere, land and oceans including, as appropriate, strategies for
integrated global observations, inter alia with the cooperation of relevant international
organizations, especially the United Nations specialized agencies in cooperation with the
UNFCCC;

(i) Support initiative to assess the consequences of climate change, such as the
Arctic Council initiative, including the environmental, economic and social impacts on
local and indigenous communities.





